
BEARSTED PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Environment Committee meeting of Bearsted Parish Council 
held at KGV Memorial Hall, Bearsted on 24rd April, 2017 

 
Present: Cllr  J Hughes (Vice Chair) 

Cllr R Ash 
Cllr F Hughes 
Cllr P Marshall 
Cllr S Camp 

   
Also in attendance a member of the public.  The minutes were recorded by Cllr F Hughes in the 
absence of a clerk. 
 
Public Forum:  Tony Grieve, chair of the Church Landway Allotment Association asked 
clarification regarding the waiting list and allocation, it was stated that the waiting list is kept by 
the Clerk who informs the Committee for allocation, there is no waiting list at present. They 
would like to add a water point or two, they would be funding it, would the Council have any 
objection? It was agreed that the Council could not see a problem but they could perhaps think 
about putting a retaining tank under the taps to avoid water waste, also the use of watering cans 
are to be encouraged. 
 
1. Apologies and absence 

 Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr G Bennett. 
 
2. Declaration of Interests, Dispensations, Predetermination or Lobbying 
 None  
 
3. Minutes. 
 Minutes of the previous Environment Committee Meeting on 27th March 2017 had been 

circulated prior to the meeting. It was unanimously agreed that these minutes were a 
true record and were duly signed. 

 
4. Matters arising from the last minutes. 
 It was agreed that most items had been picked up in the main Agenda. 
 
5. Highways and Footpaths 
a) Virgin Media trenching., Cllr G Bennett is chasing them for damage caused to the Green 

and storage of their traffic lights and barriers on the Green by the bus stop. 
b) Bell Lane, the Council was approached by a resident who lives at 5 Hillbrow who had a 

tree surgeon trimming the trees on the adjacent bank, they were told to stop and they 
contacted us for clarification. It was agreed for the Clerk to send a letter to confirm they 
can go ahead with the works.      ACTION CLERK 

c) Trapfield Lane footpath KM83 It was agreed to email Mr Menson back stating KCC has 
been contacted. Cllr J Hughes and Clerk to contact Michelle Snoding @ KCC for them to 
deal with it as this is a contentious tree as per its ownership.  ACTION CLERK 

 
6. Church Landway Church car park 
a) Surfacing Update. It was agreed to put it back on the next Agenda in absence of the Clerk. 

Quote have not yet been received.     ACTION CLERK 
 
7. Bearsted Green 



a) Post quotes update.Cllr G Bennett has been in contact with French Fencing who will start 
work in the near future and the cost of each replacement post has been reduced to 
£42.00 per post and there will be around 80 new posts  

b) Bearsted & Thurnham Men’s Club now have all the details they need for installing a 
bench on the Green. 

 
8. Open Spaces 
a) Rosemary Road Need to chase Waring for a quote.   
b) Church car park allotments – BPC Shed maintenance.  It was agreed for Cllr F Hughes to 

find someone to quote for giving our shed a second and perhaps third coat as Cllrs F & J 
Hughes spent several hours during Easter Bank Holiday putting the first coat on. 

          ACTION Cllr F HUGHES 
c) Notice Boards. It was unanimously agreed for Splice to conduct the necessary extra 

work on three of the board in need of a new back as they also need complete new frames 
at a cost of £150.00 per notice board. It was noted that he had not been back to scrap up 
the surface paint from the glass and it was questioned whether the one on the Green had 
only had one coat of paint.     ACTION CLLR F HUGHES 

 It was also agreed for Cllr S Camp and Cllr F Hughes to look at re-writing in white paint 
BPC on the notice boards. Also for the Council to think about putting protective sleeves 
at the feet of the Notice Boards to preserve from strimming. 

d) Comingle Bins.  It was agreed to check that we have had our due commingle bins from 
MBC and to chase for the one due to BPC at the junction of Ashford Rd and Yeoman Lane. 

 Cllr F Hughes proposed and CllrR Ash seconded to replace four of our dog poo bins with 
three MBC Comingle bins at a one off cost of £250.00 per bin. Locations being Ashford 
Rd - Bearsted Woodland Trust entrance, Ashford Rd - Gore Cottage entrance and 
Rounwell – Bearsted Woodland Trust entrance. 

 
9. Matters for discussion 
a) Beautification for Bearsted to be retitled Environmental Enhancement Work. We are still 

awaiting written confirmation but we now have a cultivation Licence for the bank 
opposite the train station. Cllr J Hughes took Kate Buldock, (the ecologist who surveyed 
the Church Landway for us) to Meadow Bank to get a price to research what wild life is 
there and guidance to how to proceed to look after and enhance the area. 

 Cllr F Hughes also explained that the Company Clear it Away is due there on Wednesday 
afternoon to clear some of the rubbish damped by local residents and retrieve by youths 
to build a “camp” at an original price of £90.00. Unfortunately, due to the time delay, 
some of the rubbish has been displace further afield and might not get cleared this time 
or might mean extra cost. 

b) Traffic survey Volume and Speed. Cllr G Bennett has made some progress and with the 
evidence from Cllr Askins, it looks like we may be eligible for free surveying. 

ACTION CLERK, CLLR G BENNETT 
c)Community Asset Fund, Sport England. Cllr S Camp has done research and made contact with 
the Doctors Surgery awaiting a call back from the walking resident group. She has also spoken 
to Chris Street from Bearsted Woodland Trust who have also been looking into it and she is 
awaiting a call back, a collaboration could be envisaged. 
  
10. Date of next meeting 
 Monday 22th May, 2017 at the KGV Memorial Hall, Manor Rise, Bearsted at 7.30pm. 
 
There being no further business to transact, the meeting ended at 20:40 
 
  
 
Signed……………………………………………… Date……………………………………….. 


