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BEARSTED PARISH COUNCIL 

www.bearstedparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 

Minutes of the Environment Committee meeting of Bearsted Parish 
Council held at KGV Memorial Hall, Bearsted on Monday 31st July, 

2017 at 7:30pm. 
 

Present: Cllr Geoff Bennett (Chair) 
  Cllr Jon Hughes (Vice Chair)  
  Cllr Fabienne Hughes 
  Cllr Pat Marshall MBE 
   
   
Also in attendance was the Clerk Mrs Sarah Lewis and Mr Daniel McLeish of Evans & 
Langford LLP.  There were two members of the public.   
 
REPORTS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
There were no reports. 
 
1. Apologies and absence 

 Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Suzanne Camp for family 
commitments. 

 
2. Declaration of Interests, Dispensations, Predetermination or Lobbying 
 Councillors were asked by the clerk to reaffirm any interests in the register.  

There were no such declarations. 
 
3. Minutes. 
 The minutes of the Environment Committee meeting of the 26th June, 2017 were 

unanimously agreed as a true record and were duly signed. 
  
4. Matters arising from the last minutes. 
 A brief update was supplied by the Clerk for previous action points and was 

noted. 
 
5. Church Landway / Church car park 
a. Tenders had been received from three contractors for the resurfacing works at 

the Church Landway, one of which was non-compliant.  Daniel McLeish of Evans 
& Langford was present for the opening of the tenders and will perform a like for 
like comparison analysis on the two compliant tenders, his findings to be 
considered at Full Council. This was agreed with a vote of 4 in favour and 1 
abstention. 

 Following a negative comment from Ashwood Contractors for the intended use 
of high quality surfacing products on the specification, the issue of self-binding 
gravel was discussed and the benefits of relaying the entire surface rather than 
patching.  Mr Ashwood will be contacted for further information.    

ACTION: CLERK 
 Mr Peter Schmoeger spoke on behalf of The Bearsted Woodland Trust with some 

concerns that they had highlighted.  Mr McLeish was able to allay concerns 
regarding the location of the drains on the boundary and possible interference 
with roots of existing trees and bushes, water supply and sewer pipes and power 
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cables.  The provision of a catch pit to collect sediment during the works was 
discussed and Mr McLeish reassured the council that the pit would be located 
close to the hedge without the necessity for heavy plant vehicles to enter the 
Woodland Trust land.  Council were also assured that the surface of the works 
would provide a bias to assist with drainage. 

 
 
6. Highways & Footpaths 
a. Virgin Media trenching update: 
  An update was given by Cllr Bennett who has highlighted the many incidents of 

low standard repairs throughout the Parish by the contractors McNicholas (on 
behalf of Virgin Media), in particular to the area of the Green outside Bell House.  
Cllrs Hughes’ pointed out that because of the recent spell of rain, the grass 
appeared to be picking up in this area, however it will be monitored.  Council 
were informed that KCC Highways are responsible for the tarmacking repairs on 
pavements and that there is a rolling 2 year warranty on all works.  The Clerk 
will write to KCC Highways with the Parish concerns, and obtain details of who 
residents should direct their complaints to.  

ACTION: CLERK 
 

b. Correspondence received: 
 A letter from a Thurnham Parish Councillor regarding traffic and parking 

in Ware Street was identified as having already had a response. 
 

 Communication from MBC regarding the Parish Services Scheme and an 
accompanying survey was produced by the Clerk.  This will be followed 
up by Cllr Ash. 

ACTION: CLLR R ASH 
 Correspondence between the Clerk and a resident regarding a dangerous 

branch hanging from overhead cables in Fauchons Lane together with 
overgrown shrubbery to a close by electricity sub-station was discussed.  
Cllr Ash will further investigate this situation and speak to the resident 
involved. 

ACTION: CLLR R ASH 
 Correspondence had been received from a resident regarding the issue of 

the poor repair to the façade at Madginford Parade.  It was agreed to 
raise this issue as an Agenda item at the next Full Council meeting. 

 
c. Instruction for maintenance of footpaths: 
 This situation is on-going. 
 
d. Debris on footpath in Malling Drive: 
 An update was given by the Clerk who is awaiting confirmation from Land 

Registry as to ownership of the land in question.  To be chased. 
ACTION: CLERK 

e. Any further reports: 
 Mr Malcolm Withnall gave a presentation in respect of the South East Britain in 

Bloom initiative.  Mr Withnall explained to the committee that he considered the 
initiative to be compatible with the aspirations of the committee and 
recommended consideration for applying in the future.  He strongly felt that the 
initiative would involve a large volume of the community and could be compared 
with the parish of Five Oak Green who have recently applied for the initiative.  
Mr Withnall asked councillors to consider, if applying, whether the Parish of 
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Bearsted is to be considered a large village or a small town.  The matter will be 
further discussed at the next Environment Committee meeting with any 
recommendations taken to a subsequent Full Council meeting.   

 
7. Bearsted Green 
a. Agreement to purchase 5 x new bollards: 
 The Committee considered costs of new bollards versus quality and 

unanimously agreed to purchase 5 new collapsible bollards from Laddinford 
Engineering at a cost of £280 each, with installation by Harland Fencing at a cost 
of £450.  The new bollards are to be located to the rear of Smarts Cottage, to the 
rear of the cricket pavilion, and opposite the White Horse. 

ACTION: CLERK 
b. Update on Ecology Survey: 
 This is ongoing.  The Clerk will chase Kate Baldock to arrange for the Survey to 

the pond on the Green to be carried out. 
 ACTION: CLERK 

c. Update for further quotes to repair the timber edging replacement to the 
junction by Yeoman Lane.  The Clerk will contact Harland Fencing and Clover 
Fencing to arrange for further quotations and Cllr Bennett will meet the 
contractors on site to ensure like for like quotations. 

ACTION: CLERK 
d. To discuss and initiate an itinerary for seating on the Green.  After a brief 

discussion, it was agreed that this was not necessary.  However, it was 
highlighted that the Green now has a more than adequate number of benches 
and that the numbers should not be increased further. 

 
e. To discuss repairs to bench known as the ‘Langley’ seat and any others that have 

been highlighted as in need of repair.  The Clerk will contact Ed & Evie to attend 
to the Langley seat and the seat located by Elsden Court, Church Lane. 

ACTION: CLERK 
 

8. Open Spaces 
a. Agreement for ad hoc services from Richard Gummery (maintenance) and 

Jenner Cleaning (litter picking): 
It was unanimously agreed that these contractors should be added to the Clerk’s 
directory of preferred contractors for ad hoc duties. 

ACTION: CLERK 
b. Church car park allotments:  BPC shed maintenance update. 
 The Clerk will instruct Richard Gummery to paint the shed. 

ACTION: CLERK 
 

 c. Comingle Bins: 
  The committee were informed that the replacement bins are to be installed on 

2nd August 2017 (or the weekend thereafter) and will be sited at the junction of 
Yeoman Lane and the A20 (Ashford Rd), at Roundwell (by the entrance to the 
Bearsted Woodland Trust) and at Gore Cottage on the A20 Ashford Road.  The 2 
further bins yet to be received are to be situated at Merton Road and at the 
Church.   It was discussed that the bin to be installed at the Church needs to be 
black in accordance to Conservation Area guidelines.  The bins around the Green 
will be blue.  RIP Cleaning Services will be informed that going forward, there 
will only be 2 bins to be serviced by them at Bell Lane and Sutton Street.  Should 
this be unacceptable, the Clerk will approach an alternative cleaning company. 

ACTION: CLERK 
 d. Notice Boards: 
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  There were no updates.  The detailing is to be deferred. 
 
 e. Update on Ecology Survey and Tree Surgery recommendation for Meadow Bank: 
  This matter is ongoing awaiting further quotes.   

ACTION: CLERK 
 f. Update for tree surgery works on bank in Ware Street: 
  Chase Tantons Ltd for an update. 

ACTION: CLERK 
 g. Update on festive lighting: 

  The Clerk informed the committee that the license for the lighting has now been 
obtained and that Aylesford Electrics are booked to set the lights up at the 
beginning of December 2017.  The Clerk will remind Aylesford Electrics that 
they need to test all sockets at the time of installation. 

ACTION: CLERK 
 

9. Storage Container for the Elizabeth Harvie field. 
 Following a request for the provision of a storage container for the use of the 

Roseacre Raiders Football Club on the Elizabeth Harvie field, this issue was 
discussed at full council and was not met with council approval.  The main issue 
is the need for planning permission which would need to be temporary 
permission for a maximum of 2 years.  The Clerk will contact the club to explore 
alternative arrangements. 

ACTION: CLERK 
 

10. Matters for discussion 
a. ANPR system for speeding cars: 
 The committee felt that this should be an agenda item for Full Council.  The Clerk 

will seek further information from the link that Cllr Val Springett supplied. 
ACTION: CLERK 

b. Preferences for reporting in The Downs Mail: 
 The Committee would like to highlight the following: 

 The bank in Ware Street (opposite the train station) to be highlighted as 
an upcoming project.  Planning permission has been acquired, a 
cultivation licence has been obtained and the next step is for the trees to 
be removed, the area to be treated for weeds, a soil improvement 
treatment and railway sleepers installed at the bottom of the bank to 
stop sliding and encroachment onto pavement.  This will be carried out 
imminently with a view to planting in the Autumn. 

 The staged replacement of rotten and damaged posts surrounding the 
Green has commenced, with phase 1 complete and phase 2 imminent.  
The posts are of a superior hardwood with a steel collar to minimise 
damage from rot and strimming.  The posts remain in a similar position, 
however moved equidistantly where necessary for visual enhancement.  

 All noticeboards have undertaken renovation and are awaiting some 
detailing with the Bearsted Parish Council signing. 

 Both play areas have been repainted. 
 The council are to acquire 5 new collapsible bollards for the Green to 

replace old damaged ones.  These will be installed soon. 
 Dog waste bins have been mainly replaced with co-mingle bins.  The new 

bins are close to the location of the ones they have replaced.  Residents 
are strongly encouraged to use the bins for all waste, and where no bin is 
available, take their waste home for disposal and help keep the Parish 
clean. 
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11. War Memorial maintenance: 

 This is deferred to the next meeting in order that previous recommendations for 
a maintenance plan is revisited.  Cllr F Hughes will locate the relevant 
information that was supplied by Gordon Newton. 

ACTION: CLLR F HUGHES 
 

12. Future Agenda Items: 
 War Memorial Maintenance 
 Correspondence 
 Ecology survey/Tree Surgery recommendation for Meadow Bank. 
 
13. Date of next meeting: 
 The next meeting of the Environment Committee will be held on Monday 21st 
 August, 2017 at 7.30pm, at the KGV Memorial Hall, Manor Rise. 
 
 
 
There being no further business to transact, the meeting closed at 9.24pm. 
 

 
  
   
 
 
Signed………………………………………. Date………………………………………….. 


