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BEARSTED PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting of Bearsted Parish Council 
held at  Madginford Hall, Bearsted on Tuesday 10th January, 2017 

 
Present: Cllr Richard Ash 
  Cllr Geoff Bennett 
  Cllr Richard Camp (Vice Chair)  
  Cllr Suzanne Camp 
  Cllr Helena Goodwin 
  Cllr Jon Hughes 
  Cllr Fabienne Hughes 
  Cllr Pat Marshall MBE 
  Cllr Fiona Redman (Chair) 
  Cllr Tony Ryan 
  Cllr Paul Young 
   
Also in attendance were Simon Finlay from the Downs mail, County/Ward Cllr Mike 
Cuming and 2 members of the public.  The minutes were recorded by Mrs Sarah Lewis in 
the absence of a clerk. 
 
REPORTS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
There were no reports. 
 
1. Apologies and absence 

 Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Dan Conner (work 
commitments), Cllr Graham Farrow (business appointments) and Cllr Terry 
O’Sullivan (unwell), and were accepted. 
 

2. Declaration of Interests, Dispensations, Predetermination or Lobbying 
 There were no such declarations, although Cllr Ash did point out that there was 

special dispensation in place to allow the council to set the budget as residents of 
the parish. 

 
3. Minutes and matters arising of the Parish Council meeting of the 13th 

December 2016. 
 The minutes of the Full Council meeting of 13.12.16 were agreed as a true 

record and were signed. 
 Councillor Ash enquired into a Standard for minutes which the Chair assured 

will be put in place once a substantive Clerk is appointed. 
 Councillors were informed that residents in Ware Street are being written to 

regarding parking on the street and a copy of such has been delivered to Cllr 
Skinner (Thurnham Parish Council).  The chairman will contact Cllr Carter, and 
Susan Laporte at KCC Highways regarding the situation. 

ACTION: FR 
 Councillors were informed of a response from NatWest to the online petition 

opposing the Bearsted branch closure in which it assured residents of their 
continuing support in providing alternative banking arrangements. 

 It was also brought to Council’s attention following enquiries as to changes in 
bus timetables and routes, Arriva Ltd confirmed that there will be changes 
however are unable to disclose further details until later next month. 

  



Minute Reference: 
 

 
4. Reports 
 4.1 PCSO and Police Issues:  There was no report due to a changeover of 

staff – PCSO Matthew Addlington has replaced Edward Money.  It was agreed 
that Cllr Young will converse with the new PCSO Matthew Addlington regarding 
any concerns and situations. 

ACTION: PY 
 4.2 Community Warden:  Sally Williams had submitted her report which 

was discussed.   There have been increased burglaries in the Merton Road area.  
 
5. Reports from Borough and County Councillors 
 5.1 A report from Borough Cllr Val Springett was received prior to the 

meeting and was discussed.  It was discussed that with regards to the Local Plan, 
the planning inspector has recommended a slight reduction in assessed housing 
needs of 900 houses, and has reduced housing numbers in the broad locations.  
Woodcut Farm remains recommended as an Economic Development Site 
although it is noted that some sites are to be protected for future office 
development, reducing the number of potential warehouses.  Initial findings will 
be presented on the 28th January 2017. 

 Questions arose regarding replacing the current dog waste bins with litter bins 
at a cost to BPC.  Councillors felt that this cost was not a cost that the Parish 
Council should subsidise and it was agreed that Cllr Redman will write to Cllr 
Springett to discuss further options.   

ACTION: FR 
 It was further agreed that complaints received via social media from residents 

regarding the dog waste bins should be directed to Maidstone Borough Council.  
Cllr Bennett will approve the relevant Facebook advice. Cllr Ash will inform of 
locations and numbers of bins belonging to BPC. 

ACTION: RA/GB 
 Council were informed of the MBC Planning Committee Meeting on 12th January 

2017 to discuss the applications in respect of Barty House and Barty Farm 
applications.  Cllr Ash will attend such meeting. 

 5.2 A report from Borough Cllr Mike Cuming was given in respect of a plan 
for housing on the Chatham Road, at the former Barracks.  The planning 
inspector voiced his opinion that the eventual number of houses on the site will 
be less than previously stated as they are to be build late in the plan period.  
There will be a review in 2021. 

 5.3 There was no report from Borough Cllr Mike Revell. 
 
6. Draft Minutes of recent Committee Meetings. 
 6.1 Planning Committee:  A brief report was given by Cllr Ash which was 

noted.  16 applications were considered, for which 13 were agreed with no 
objection, 2 were agreed for refusal, 1 was agreed for approval in principle 
however with comments.  The minutes were accepted as a true record and were 
signed. 

 6.2 Finance and General Policy Committee:  A brief report was received 
and noted.  It was reported that the issues with the Parish Office printer were 
now resolved and following a proposal by Cllr F Hughes, seconded by Cllr 
Bennett, it was unanimously agreed for the outstanding invoice in respect of the 
repairs be settled. 

 There was a brief discussion regarding a possible fault with the boiler in the 
Parish Office which will be monitored and reported back. 
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 Council were informed that services for Parish Council finance administration 
support has been secured and is in place.  Cllrs Goodwin and R Camp were 
commended for their assistance during the interim period. 
6.3 Communications and Community Committee:  It was reported that no 
meeting took place in December.  The next meeting is to be held on 25th January 
2017 to focus on 2017 parish events.  Invitations to relevant parties will be sent 
out. 

ACTION: PR/ DC 
Councillors were informed of the message of thanks to the Committee from the 
Mayor of Maidstone for the organisation of a successful Christmas Fair which he 
reported as being an excellent event. 
 6.4 Environment Committee:  It was reported that no meeting took place 
in December.  The next meeting is to be held on 23rd January 2017.   
Council were informed that repairs to the benches on the Green and the 
Landway were due to be repaired shortly, and it was unanimously agreed to 
accept Harland Fencing’s quote of an additional £50 to repair the bench on Hogg 
Hill as part of the same job. 
Council were informed that Bearsted WI are also sponsoring an additional bench 
at the location above the childrens’ play area to mark their centenary 
celebrations. 
Council were advised of the FOI request regarding the Beautification of Bearsted 
and informed that this request is in hand. 
Cllr Redman advised committee Chairmen to consider whether they needed 
administration support for the minuting of upcoming meetings and to let the 
Chairknow. 
Future committee meeting dates were discussed and will be confirmed and 
circulated by Cllr R Ash 

ACTION: RA 
 

7. Finance:   
 7.1 Cllr Camp gave an update of finance support to the Parish which was 

noted. 
 7.2 A list of payments had been circulated prior to the meeting.  It was 

proposed by Cllr Camp and seconded by Cllr Bennett to approve all payments 
with the exception of the payment to Whitehead Monckton which needs closer 
scrutiny before signing off.  This was unanimously agreed. 

 
 
8. Budget and Precept for 2017-18. 
 8.1 Review of each Committee’s proposed expenditure against 16/17:  

A presentation was made by Cllr Camp and Cllr Young for the proposed 
expenditure for the coming financial year.  Some amendments were made by 
unanimous agreement. 

 8.2 Review of other expenditure and income: 
 8.3 Precept 17/18:  Options for the precept figure were discussed on 

theoretical figures ahead of the release by MBC on the actuals.  Councillors were 
keen to keep the Band D figures as they stand, however due to the increase in 
Band D figures, it was noted that the precept will become larger.  It was 
therefore proposed by Cllr J Hughes and seconded by Cllr R Camp that the Band 
D figure of £32.70 remains unchanged which was unanimously agreed. 

 The budget was approved and following a proposal from Cllr Bennett, seconded 
by Cllr Ryan, was unanimously agreed upon. 
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9. Matters for discussion 
 9.1 Recruitment:  discussions regarding employing a substantive Clerk are 

ongoing. 
 9.2 Council were asked to consider plans for the 2017/18 AGM for future 

discussion.  Reference was made to the procurement of fireworks for the display 
later in the year. 

 
10. Future agenda items. 

• Reports from Parish Council representatives of outside bodies 
• Correspondence 
• Recruitment update (closed session) 
• Legal issue (closed session) 

 
 
THE NEXT FULL COUNCIL MEETING OF BEARSTED PARISH COUNCIL WILL BE HELD 
ON TUESDAY 7th FEBRUARY 2017 AT 7.30PM AT KVH HALL. 
 
 
With no further business to transact, the meeting closed at 9.40pm 
  
 
 
 
 
Signed……………………………………..  Chairman 
 
 
Date:……………………………………….. 
   


