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You’ll see from this edition that it’s been a busy few months in Bearsted and, 
as ever, Bearsted residents have demonstrated that they are part of a great 
community. 

We’ve seen a range of events for all ages and interests – from dogs to classic 
cars, with the hugely popular Carnival & Fayre occupying centre stage once again. 
You showed a true community spirit by braving the rain to celebrate the Queen’s 
90th, and showcased your beautiful gardens in the Best Garden Competition. 

As a Parish Council we are delighted to have established great links with the 
local primary schools and are pleased to include reports from each of them in this 
edition. 

We’ve welcomed a new Parish Councillor, Mark Wallace, and a new Borough 
Councillor representing Bearsted, Mike Revell. 

The lights in Church Landway have finally been installed and we continue to 
strive to keep Bearsted clean and tidy and a beautiful place to live. We very 
much value the support given by local residents and were delighted to award the 
first ‘Contribution to the Community’ award to Anita and Brian Waldren. We look 
forward to awarding many more!

Bearsted’s Community Spirit

Bearsted Parish Council Newsletter
Summer 2016
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THE STARKS FAMILY BAND

MICHAEL BUBLE TRIBUTE
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AS SEEN ON COMPETITION WINNER
JAMIE JOHNSON THOMAS ASHBY

THE KICK BACKS JASON ALLEN
THE WHO R WE

WWW.MUSICONTHEGREEN.CO.UK

Bearsted Events CIC - a not for profit Community Interest Company

      boutique food stalls    real ales    local produce
children & family entertainment

with live music from

+

MUSICONTHEGREEN.CO.UK/TICKETS
PAPER TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE ROSE INN, BEARSTED

PROFITS DONTAED TO:SUPPORTED BY:

28 AUG 2016      12  9PM

THE GREEN, BEARSTED, MAIDSTONE

on the green
music

GLASS BOTTLES OR GLASSWARE OF ANY KIND IS NOT PERMITTED ON THE GREEN DURING THE EVENT
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The 2016 Garden Competition was a great success with ten absolutely fabulous 
gardens entered.

The standards were very high and the competition fierce, with only one mark 
between the three winners.

The judges, Bearsted gardener Gill Gregory and Sara Henderson from Hunker 
Down Daisy, were impressed with the ‘colourful, luscious, aesthetically pleasing 
gardens’. 

Bearsted’s best garden winner was Ian Buse, with Robin and Ann Wates as runners 
up and Sonia Ashdown in third place. 

Best Garden Competition
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We asked our local schools to tell us what they’ve been up to

Madginford School

Hello from Madginford Primary School! We are a three form entry primary school, 
situated on the south side of Bearsted, in Madginford. As one of the largest primary 
schools in Kent, there is always something going on and our children always have 
something exciting going on...

Our younger children have recently been on trips to Chatham Dockyard and 
Legoland, whilst our older children have been on adventure days to Olympic 
Park and Bedgebury Pinetum. Our Year 6 children have just returned from their 
residential PGL trip away and are looking forward to their taster days at secondary 
schools.

Whilst Maths and Literacy is at the heart of our curriculum, Madginford Primary also 
strive to widen the children’s education and, as well as topic work, Music and Sport 
are also encouraged. You may even have seen our Brass Band or Rock chorus at 
recent community events! Our children take part in as many county and district sport 
events as possible which includes sports such as squash and archery as well as 
more usual school sports such as rounders and cricket.

If you have a child who will be starting school in September 2017, keep an eye 
open for details of our open days when you will be able to come along and view the 
school. We hope to see you there! Thank you!

Anne-Marie Butler, Madginford Primary School 

Thurnham School

As ever we have had a busy time over the last few months with lots of exciting 
activities and fun for the children in school.

Writing week (beginning 29th February) incorporating World Book Day took place 
and involved competitions, a story teller, dressing up parades and lots of stimuli for 
extensive writing. The Fire Brigade gave a Fire Safety Talk to children on 8th March. 
We took some of our young Musicians to events on 10th March at Brookfield Infant 
School and at Roseacre Junior on 17th March. The children performed at this year’s 
Easter services on 21st and 22nd March with songs, dances and art work shown.  
On 22nd March parents and children had a ‘Walkabout’ to see some wonderful boiled 
egg Easter designs and displays throughout the school as well as children’s work. 
On 24th March we took pupils to Leeds Castle to receive the Walk On Wednesday 
award. 

In the Easter holiday the school had low energy LED lighting fitted throughout the 
school, a new water tank and new blinds. The LED lighting will save the school quite 
a lot in energy costs over time. On 26th April we took a group of children to a Multi-
skills Sport Competition at Swadelands School and we came a respectable third. 
Miss Chastney (Rainbow class), Mrs Pateman (Deputy Head / SENCO), Mrs Shaw 

Your Local Primary Schools
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(Rainbow Class), Mrs McKeon (Gold class) and Mrs Savage (Bursar) completed a 
50km sponsored walk for the British Heart Foundation on Saturday 21st May. We’re 
very proud of them. Jay Saunders and Jamie Coyle from Maidstone United visited 
the children on 24th May to show off the cup celebrating their recent success and 
promotion to the National League. We wish them even greater triumphs next season 
– with Thurnham pupils on their side they will be invincible! 

We now look forward to our Summer events; Sports Day, our whole school worship 
at Holy Cross Church, leavers’ assembly and party for our Year 2 pupils who are 
moving onto Roseacre, completing the various Government assessments and of 
course welcoming our new Reception children in readiness for September.

Mr C K James, Headteacher 

Roseacre School

We have, over this year, supported a variety of charities and organised lots of fun 
activities. We did a sponsored run in aid of the NSPCC, had retiring collections for 
a variety of charities after our Christmas performances and supported Children in 
Need by doing the Great Roseacre Bake-off, amongst other things. We have some 
more charity events lined up and are looking forward to these. As a school we feel it 
is very important to support others in different ways.

Our school choir has been entertaining the local community by singing at the local 
nursing home as well as at Thurnham and our Christmas Fair.

Our school offers a variety of clubs for pupils that come here and they are very 
much enjoyed.

At the very end of last year, the School Council hosted a community games 
afternoon where local people connected to the school and other members of the 
community could come and play board games with pupils from the school as well as 
enjoying a cup of tea and some biscuits. This was incredibly well received and the 
School Council were encouraged to run a similar event in the Term 6 again this year 
which we will start to plan in the near future.

A new development for Roseacre Junior School this year has been the establishing 
of links with Bearsted Parish Council. We enjoyed an informative assembly led 
by councillors and then invited representatives of the Parish Council to come 
and meet with School Council. This was a very useful meeting and allowed us to 
develop ideas together. As a result we have been able to ask Year 6 at Roseacre to 
suggest ideas for Picnic in the Park to celebrate the Queen’s 90th birthday and have 
appreciated the opportunity to share these with the Parish Council. We are hoping to 
continue to develop these links in a variety of different ways.

We have also enjoyed celebrating the Queen’s 90th Birthday with a picnic and 
games afternoon.

We are really proud of our school and its part in our local community and hope you 
are too.

Roseacre Junior School School Council, on behalf of all the children and staff at 
Roseacre Junior School.
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What a busy couple of months in Bearsted, with a varied programme of events for 
all ages and interests.

Bearsted Fun Dog Show at Bearsted Woodland Trust proved a great success 
and raised nearly £500 for the Battersea Dogs and Cats Home and £200 for 
Bearsted Woodland Trust. Dogs of all shapes and sizes came along with their 
owners to compete in classes such as ‘cutest puppy’, ‘scruffiest mutt’, ‘loveliest lady’ 
and ‘best biscuit catcher’. The winner of Best in Show was Myeria the Malamute. 
The event was organised by Maidstone Borough Council with the support of 
Bearsted Parish Council and Bearsted Woodland Trust.

Images by courtesy of Sharon Benton Photography

Residents braved the rain at Picnic on the Green 
in June to celebrate the Queen’s 90th birthday. The 
event proved to be a real old-fashioned community 
get-together, with the welcome addition of the Abbey 
Ukulele Band, Old School Samba, the Lisa Davies Big 
Band, and the community choir, The Big Sing. 

A Busy Summer!

This year’s Bearsted Carnival and Fayre was as popular as ever, and its ‘Roald 
Dahl’ theme produced some creative floats and costumes! Prize winners were Three 
Bears Playschool for their Charlie and the Chocolate Factory Float and Friends 
of Thurnham School were the Best Dressed Stall. The Carnival Princess was Ella 
Lindon.

The 9th annual Classic Cars and Retro Vintage had its most successful year yet 
and raised more than £3,000 for Kent, Surrey and Sussex Air Ambulance. Hundreds 
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And More to Come!
Music on the Green, Sunday 28 August, Bearsted Green
Music on the Green returns this year with music acts representing all genres, 
providing entertainment for young and old. Family entertainment will also be the 
order of the day with the provision of free face painting along with additional acts 
aimed at the younger members of our community. Coupled with the music and 
entertainment there will also be food and drink including a beer tent, hog roasts, 
asian cuisine and barbecue. The event will raise money for the NSPCC, Rainbows 
(Girl Guiding Group) and The Goodman Centre (Maidstone Age UK). Tickets are 
available from www.musiconthegreen.co.uk and are selling out fast.

Charity Cricket Match, Monday 29 August, Bearsted Green
The annual match between Bearsted Cricket Club and the Bearsted & Thurnham 
Club starts at 1pm. A quintessentially English afternoon in aid of the Heart of Kent 
Hospice and the Kent, Surrey & Sussex Air Ambulance. 

Old Time Music Hall, October/November
The Parish Council is delighted to be able to 
bring the older members of Bearsted a special 
treat – an Old Time Music Hall show from the 
renowned London based Players Theatre 
performers. Details are being finalised and 
more information will be sent out shortly. 

Fireworks Spectacular, Friday 4 November, Elizabeth Harvie Field
Put the date in your diary for the ever-popular annual firework display. Tickets go on 
sale in the autumn. 

The Parish Council is working on plans for a Christmas Fayre, to be held on 
Bearsted Green on Saturday 26 November. As well as the usual stalls selling 
Christmas gifts and food, we hope to include some entertainment and fun for all the 
family. 

Images by courtesy of Theresa Salmon Photography and Graham Read

of visitors flocked to see the 200 classic cars and visit the vintage stalls. The more 
energetic even danced along with the Medway Lindy Hoppers, who entertained 
us throughout the day. The event is organised by local resident and classic car 
enthusiast Philip Hill. The Peter Willson Trophy for the ‘Best in Show’ was awarded 
to Keith Hoffman for his 1954 Bentley R type saloon.
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Let there be light!

Keeping Bearsted Clean and Tidy

After months of negotiation with Maidstone Borough Council, the 
replacement lights along Church Landway were finally given planning 
permission and the work was completed at the beginning of August. 
The seven lights are 4m tall, designed to be vandal-proof and will be 
operated by a timer, set to go on at dusk and off at 11pm.

Litter, footpaths and verges around the village are always 
a hot topic of conversation and a constant battle! And 
there’s a great deal of confusion about which organisation 
is responsible.

In brief, Maidstone Borough Council is responsible for 
emptying the street bins and most of the dog bins and cutting the grass verges. 
Kent County Council is responsible for road maintenance, including overhanging 
branches, keeping pavements clear and maintaining footpaths.

Bearsted Parish Council has responsibility for the areas owned by the Parish, such 
as the Green and the Elizabeth Harvie Field. It also owns three dog bins and has a 
contract with a local company to empty them regularly.

Unfortunately cutbacks at Borough and County Council level have reduced the 
frequency of bins being emptied and verges cut. The Parish Council tries to monitor 
the situation and keep pressure on Maidstone Borough Council and Kent County 
Council to maintain their areas appropriately.

We would appreciate it if you could continue to report unsightly areas to us or to 
MBC or KCC.

One area that gets particularly bad in the summer is Bearsted Green. When the 
bins are filled up at the weekend, the foxes and other animals seem to delight in 
spreading the rubbish far and wide in search of a tasty morsel!

We hope to have temporary large bins on the Green in the summer months in the 
future but in the meantime ask that you please take your litter away with you if 
you can. After all, you managed to carry a full picnic basket down to the Green, so 
hopefully it’s not too much effort to take the empty one away with you!

Many congratulations to Anita and Brian Waldren 
– shown here being presented with their certificate 
in recognition of their service to the community, for 
their tireless efforts and hours spent keeping our 
village spick and span! Pictured here with Councillors 
Suzannne Camp, Helen Farrow and Geoff Bennett.

Community Award Winners
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My name is Sally Williams – I am the new Community Warden for Bearsted. 

My previous roles included working at Kent County Council Contact Centre and an 
advisory role for Kent Trading Standards.

You will be seeing my presence within the community a lot from now on.

If you should happen to come across me in the street, please feel free to stop me 
and say hello, have a chat or even raise with me any concerns that you may have.  
If I don’t know the answer straight away I will endeavour to find out for you or 
signpost you in the right direction.

My role as a Community Warden is, reducing the fear of crime by having a 
uniformed presence in the area, to tackle anti-social behaviour, to act as eyes and 
ears for other agencies, and to become a trusted friend for the community.

I can be contacted on 07813 712105, if I cannot take the call please leave me a 
voice message and I will contact you back when I can or you can email me on:  
sally.williams@kent.gov.uk.

Meet your new Community Warden

Your local PCSO for Bearsted is Ed Money. He is the point of contact for any local 
policing issues residents of Bearsted might have. Non-urgent policing matters can 
be reported by calling 101, for any emergencies dial 999. Issues for his attention can 
also be reported via email using csu.maidstone@kent.pnn.police.uk. 

Local officer details can also be found via the Kent Police website by entering in 
your postcode or using the interactive map. The website also contains 
crime prevention advice and updates on issues.

Police Community Support Officer

Bearsted and District U3A (University of the Third Age)

U3As are self-help, self-managed lifelong learning co-operatives for older people no 
longer in full time work, providing opportunities for their members to share learning 
experiences in a wide range of interest groups and to pursue learning, not for 
qualifications, but for fun. This is done through the Special Interest Groups, which 
include those offering such areas as foreign languages, current affairs, bird-watching 
and local history. The group welcomes everyone from Bearsted and surrounding 
parishes in Kent.

They meet at 2pm on the second Thursday of each month at Detling Village Hall, 
Pilgrim’s Way, Detling, Kent, ME14 3EY. For information see the website at www.
u3asites.org.uk/bearsted or just pop along to a meeting. 
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Residents in Bearsted might have wondered what the wreaths are which have been 
appearing on a few houses around the village.

If you missed the story in the Downs Mail, we can now put you out of your misery 
and reveal that they are, in fact, part of a remarkable village tribute to those who 
lived in Bearsted - but tragically died during the First World War.

Military historian Les Lawson, who lives in Yeoman Way, was fascinated by the tales 
behind the names which appear on the war memorial at Holy Cross Church, so he 
set about researching the stories behind each.

The result was a weighty tome, containing details of all 26 servicemen, a potted 
history of their life, times and service – and information about their regimental 
service and how, when and where each of them died.

Holy Cross vicar, the Rev’d John Corbyn devised a project “We Will Remember Them 
– one by one” based on Les’s research and each time an anniversary falls, he places 
a wreath and says prayers in memory of those who gave their life for our freedom.

The latest tribute was paid to Reginald Ball – a mere 16-year old boy when he 
perished on the first day of the Battle of Jutland, May 31 1916. A stark reminder 
indeed of just how young many of those were who gave their lives for King and 
country.

Young Reginald, the elder son of Walter and Ada Ball, from Ware Street, was one 
of 1,017 seamen who perished aboard HMS Indefatigable that day. The Battle was 
regarded as a victory that the whole country celebrated. Yet 14 British ships were 
sunk and more than 6,000 Royal Navy lives were lost. The Government suppressed 
the figures were to maintain morale and Reginald’s parents were quite possibly 
among those celebrating when they learned their son was dead. 

Reginald’s story – and those of the 25 other men from Bearsted who died – can be 
read at the Kent Library and County Archives in Maidstone, or by contacting Les 
Lawson on 01622 736264.

Jane Shotliff 

Lest We Forget



Hook and Hatchett Inn
Church Road, Hucking ME17 1QT

Telephone 01622 880272
Free House, under new ownership • Open all day and serving good pub food

Coming up:
• Hog roast and Music, Sunday 28th August • 'Two Wheel Tuesday' every  

week – a chance for motorbikes and cyclist to get together for a meet  
• 'Wine Down Wednesday' – 25% off a bottle of wine • 'Saddle up Saturday', 

second Saturday of the month – a chance for horse riders to meet up  
• 'Classic Car Sunday', third Sunday of the Month

Bearsted: 01622 737130
Wadhurst: 01892 782131

Staplehurst: 01580 891229

10 x Homemade Sausages
10 x Homemade Burgers
10 x Chicken Pieces*

10 x Pork Ribs*

* In various marinades

only
£25

try Our BBQ Bundle
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...now it’s your turn  
with a Crouch’s  

BBQ Bundle
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Dates for your Diary

Date Event Location Time

28 August Music on the Green Bearsted Green 12pm to 9pm

29 August Charity Cricket Match Bearsted Green 1pm to 7pm

25 September Farmers Market Bearsted Green 9am to 1pm

23 October Farmers Market Bearsted Green 9am to 1pm

4 November Fireworks Spectacular Elizabeth Harvie Field 7pm to 8.30pm

26 November Christmas Fayre Bearsted Green To be advised

18 December Farmers Market Bearsted Green 9am to 1pm

Bearsted Farmers Market
Local producers can be found on Bearsted Green 
every 4th Sunday in the month (with the exception 
of August) selling a range of good quality local 
meat, bread, juices, fruit and vegetables as well as 
crafts and gifts. Usual stalls include bread, apple 
juice, seasonal produce, savouries, cakes and 
sweet treats, smoked cheese and fish, meat and 
game, sausages, handmade chocolates, fish, jams 
and preserves, honey and homemade candles. 
You’ll find more information on Facebook by 
searching for Bearsted Farmers Market.

Parish councillors:
Chair:
Fiona Redman

Vice Chair:
Richard Camp

Deputy Chair:
Dan Conner

Richard Ash
Geoff Bennett
Suzanne Camp
Graham Farrow
Helen Farrow
Helena Goodwin 

Fabienne Hughes
Jonathan Hughes
Pat Marshall
Tony Ryan
Mark Wallace
Paul Young

Maidstone Borough 
Councillors:
Mike Cuming
Mike Revell
Val Springett

Kent County 
Councillor:
Paul Carter

Your Councillors
Contact us:
Bearsted Parish Council
Madginford Hall
Egremont Road
Bearsted
Maidstone ME15 8LH

Email: clerk@bearstedparishcouncil.gov.uk

Telephone: 01622 630165 or 07436 791 709

  BearstedParishCouncil

  @bearstedpc
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