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Old Time Music
The 28 October 2017 saw a little West End glamour visit Bearsted when the Players 
Theatre Club put on a glorious production at the Bearsted Women’s Institute Hall.

Back by popular demand the cast entertained with renditions of old time favourite 
sing-a-longs, comedy and some very talented musicians sharing their skills of many 
different instruments. 

Tickets were free for those over 60 living in Bearsted and were snapped up very 
quickly, there was not a seat remaining in the hall for the popular performance. 

Bearsted Parish Council would like to thank the ladies of the Women’s Institute for 
providing hot drinks and biscuits to the audience at the interval and volunteers for 
serving.

Poppies were available at the entrance and a grand total of £116.91 was raised for 
the Poppy Appeal.

Councillor Ryan said “This is the second year we’ve had the pleasure of welcoming 
the ‘Players’ troupe to Bearsted and the response from all those in the attendance 
has been a big thumbs up! It was so nice to hear the hall filled with voices singing 
along to classic tunes from the music hall age. If the demand is there, we’ll look 
forward to inviting them along again later this year.”

With such a successful event Bearsted Parish Council will be running the event in 
the autumn.
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Christmas Market
Bearsted’s Christmas Market took place on the village Green on the 25th November. The 
market bought together a large variety of handmade gifts and crafts, locally produced 
foods and drinks. With over 75 stalls there was something for everyone to enjoy, taste or 
purchase ahead of Christmas. There were also activities for the younger visitors who could 
enjoy face painting, glitter tattoos or even a ride on a beautiful horse drawn carriage.

There were many local musical groups performing on stage throughout the day for 
visitors to enjoy before the lights on the Christmas Tree were turned on by radio 
presenter Claire Lawson from Heart Radio. The music then continued until the end for 
those wishing to enjoy the atmosphere and a Christmas tipple.

New for this year was a designated ‘food court’ for visitors to enjoy an array of foods 
from local companies providing an array of flavours from around the world.

Bearsted Parish Fireworks Display
The annual fireworks display took place in the Elizabeth Harvie Field back in 
November to an almost sold out crowd. 

The event saw many families wrapped up warmly to come and enjoy the fireworks set 
to an array of Disney music classics including songs from Toy Story, Jungle Book and 
Star Wars. The music choice was voted on via an online campaign and was enjoyed 
by all. One visitor commented “Great event. Well organised. Friendly atmosphere. 
Loved the music. Good value.”

The event was supported by Bearsted Scout Group providing delicious hot dogs and 
burgers and local catering companies Ibis Kitchen, Kashmir Kitchen and Susies Snacks.

Hundreds of children enjoyed playing in the field with their illuminating wands, glow 
slicks and bands sold by the Scouts, while many adults got to catch up with friends. 

Bearsted Parish Council would like to thank all of the volunteers who gave up their 
time on the day to help set up, run and clear up after the event. “Parish events like 
these cannot run without the assistance of its residents volunteering to help. It is 
such a buzz to be part of something within your 
community and we welcome anyone who want to 
join in and help”, said Councillor Richard Camp.

The fireworks display is going to be back in 2018, 
all there is to do is chose the music. Why don’t  
you make your suggestion via Facebook or Twitter?



Appointment of new Coucillor
In December resident Marcel Boonaert was co-opted in to 
the Parish Council as a Parish Councillor. Marcel is originally 
from South Africa but moved to London. Being part of the 
parish council Marcel feels gives him the sense of “giving 
back” to all the hard work past, and present, councillors 
have done to enable himself his wife and son to be able to 
continue enjoying comfortable and safe surroundings.

“Having grown up in the suburbs of a small city on the coast 
of South Africa life was comfortable with safe places to relax 

and enjoy the surroundings or be entertained. Moving to London was a different kind 
of life. Fast paced with a hustle and bustle. Over 10 years in Bearsted brings back 
those childhood memories, minus the wild animals, unless you count the never ending 
line of smiling children making their way to the beautiful green to enjoy the annual fair”, 
says Cllr Boonaert.

Cllr Boonaert has worked as an Energy Trader for almost 20 years and recently 
started his own company to help others manage their energy risk.

Could you become a councillor?
Bearsted Parish Council is looking for further members of the local community to 
become parish councillors following recent vacancies. 

Who can be a parish councillor? 
As a councillor you can become a voice for your community and affect real change. 
It helps if you’re a ‘people person’ who enjoys talking to other residents but, more 
importantly, you need to have the concerns and best interests of the parish as a whole 
at heart. Councillors are community leaders and should represent the aspirations of 
the public that they serve. Parish councils are the most local part of our democratic 
system and are closest to the public.

If you would like to work as part of your local parish council and see what difference 
you can make to your local community, why not apply to become a councillor? 

For more information, contact the Clerk by phone on 01622 630165 or 07436 791 709 
or email clerk@bearstedparishcouncil.gov.uk

You can also find out more about what is involved by going to www.nalc.gov.uk and 
searching for ‘The Good Councillor’s Guide’ 

Dog Bins
There have been a number of dog bins replaced with co-mingle bins over the past 
few months to reduce costs to the Parish but also to increase the availability for dog 
owners to dispose of unwanted waste. This has and continues to be an ongoing 
project and we ask that if dog owners find that a dog bin is full that they use a different 
bin or take their waste home with them. Please do not hang it over fence panels, leave 
it on the ground or balance the waste on top of over full bins. 
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Photography competition
Bearsted Parish Council will be running a monthly photography 
competition for those among the village with the artist eye of 
capturing the Village in all its glory. Whether it is a pretty Spring 
day, a sun rise over your favourite walk, your sports team in action 
or a historic site looking particularly gleaming. All we ask is that you 
have the permission of any person that you feature.

Each month winning pictures will feature on the Bearsted Parish Website and 
on social media. To enter please email your submission to assistantclerk@
bearstedparishcouncil.gov.uk, post tagging ‘Bearsted Parish council’ on Facebook  
or @Bearstedpc on Twitter.

Mynn Awards
Do you know someone that deserves recognition for voluntary work they do for the 
Parish? Do you know someone that contributes to the community and you would like 
to say ‘Thank you’? Why not nominate them for a Mynn Award?

Anyone can make a confidential nomination – just send details of the person and 
why you think they deserve the award by email to mynnawards@gmail.com or write 
to Mynn Awards Panel, Bearsted Parish Council, Madginford Hall, Egremont Road, 
Bearsted, ME15 8LH. Make sure you include your contact details. The closing date for 
nominations is 31st March 2018

Upcoming Events
John Lawson Circus: 20th, 21st, 22nd April 2018
Classic Cars on the Green: 29th July 2018
Music on the Green: 26th August 2018
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Contact us:
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