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BEARSTED PARISH COUNCIL 
        www.bearstedparishcouncil.gov.uk 
 

   

           
        Madginford Hall 
Clerk: Mrs Michelle Rumble     Egremont Road 
Tel: 01622 630165      Bearsted 
Email: clerk@bearstedparishcouncil.gov.uk   Maidstone 
        Kent. 
        ME15 8LH 
 

                           

A G E N D A 
Members are hereby summoned and notice is given that the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING will be held at 
Madginford Hall, Egremont Road at 7.30pm on 11 October 2016 when it is proposed to transact the 

following business: 
 

 
   REPORTS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC  
This is a concessionary short session and will be limited to 15 minutes. Three minutes per person will 
be allowed. This is a for information session only and no action can be taken upon those items raised.  
 
1.    Apologies and absences 
 To receive and accept apologies for absence. 
  
2.    Declaration of Interest or Lobbying 

Members are required to declare any interests, dispensations, lobbying or changes to the 
Register of Interests. Members are reminded that changes to the Register of Interests should be 
notified to the Clerk.  
 

3. Minutes and matters arising of the Parish Council meeting of the 13 September 2016 
 To consider the minutes and if in order sign as a true record   
 
4. Reports 

4.1. PCSO and Police Issues 
  To receive an update on crime statistics 

4.2. Community Warden 
To receive an update from our Community Warden Sally Williams regarding issues 
during the past month. 

 
5. Reports from Borough and County Councillors 

Our Ward Councillors are invited to report and discuss matters affecting the Parish.  
Report from Borough Cllr Val Springett 
Report from Borough Cllr Mike Cuming  
Report from Borough Cllr Mike Revell  

 
6. Draft Minutes of Recent Committee Meetings 
 For the parish council to receive the minutes. Members are allowed to ask questions of the 
 Committee Chairman but may not initiate a discussion. 
 6.1.   Planning Committee 29 September 2016 
 6.2.   Environment meeting 26 September 2016 
 6.3.   Communications & Community 21 September 2016 
 6.4.   Finance and General Policy 5th October 2016  

 
7. Finance (Cllr R Camp) 
 7.1 To authorise payments of accounts (list to be supplied at meeting) 

http://www.bearstedparishcouncil.gov.uk/
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 7.2 Receipts for the period 14.09.16 – 11.10.16  
 7.3 To note balances of accounts 
  
8. Chairman’s report 
  
9. Vice-Chairman’s report 
 
10. Reports from Councillors if not covered in item 6 
 
11. Matters for discussion 
 Neighbourhood plan 
 NALC Gold award scheme 
 Email addresses 

Christmas Market 
       
12.  Correspondence  
 Carols on the Green 2016  
 Bearsted & Thurnham Fayre Presentation evening 
 Dog bin removal programme    
 KALC Annual Meeting        
 Mayoral Invitation 14th October at Maidstone Town Hall 
 
13. Future agenda items 
 
14. RESOLUTION – SMARTS COTTAGES & HR MATTERS 

To resolve to go into closed session and to exclude the press and public during items 14 
(Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 in accordance with standing order 10 (xi)  

 
15. Next Meeting 

The next meeting will be on the 8th November 2016, KGV Memorial Hall commencing at 7.30pm 
  
Legislation allows for meetings to be recorded by anyone attending. Persons intending to record or who 

have concerns about being recorded should please speak to the Clerk 

 

Michelle Rumble 

Clerk, Bearsted Parish Council 
Date  5th October 2016 
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BEARSTED PARISH COUNCIL 

 Minutes of a meeting of Bearsted Parish Council held at  
KGV Memorial Hall, Bearsted on Tuesday 13 September 2016 at 7.30pm 

 
 
Present:  
Cllr Richard Ash  
Cllr Geoff Bennett 
Cllr Helena Goodwin 
Cllr Pat Marshall MBE 
Cllr Fiona Redman (Chairman) 
Cllr Tony Ryan 
 
Also in attendance was the Clerk Mrs Michelle Rumble, 5 members of the public 
 
The meeting was chaired by Cllr Fiona Redman 
The meeting was being recorded by Cllr Ryan 
 

REPORTS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC  

 

 
1. Apologies for absence 

Cllr Graham Farrow. Cllr Helen Farrow, Cllr Mark Wallace, Cllr Jon Hughes, Cllr Fabienne 
Hughes, Cllr Richard Camp, Cllr Suzanne Camp, Cllr Paul Young, Cllr Dan Conner 
 

 2. Disclosure of interest or Lobbying  
Cllr Ryan re MOTG 
 

3. Minutes of the previous full Council meeting  

 
Supporting agenda papers for the Meeting of the Parish Council Tuesday 11 October 2016. 

The Chairman will assume that these have been read prior to the meeting. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Councillors wishing to suggest changes to any policy or procedure document in this agenda 
should notify the office, in writing, at least three working days in advance of the meeting to allow 

details to be circulated at the meeting (or in advance if particularly contentious). 
 

 

Item 3.  Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 13 September 2016. Purpose of Item: 
Decision.       
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RESOLVED:  To accept the minutes of the previous meeting held on the 9 August 2016 as a true 
and correct record. The Clerk will make some small grammatical amendments and then the 
minutes will be signed at the next meeting. 
 
Play scheme 2016 
 
The meeting was adjourned to hear from Amanda Franklin – Play scheme 
Amanda said that this year’s play scheme was a great success and advertising earlyplayed a huge 
part in this and would like to thank Mrs Barbara Dunford for this, there were a lot more younger 
children attending this year and every day was full with waiting lists. Amanda sent Evaluation 
Forms to parents and the feedback from them was excellent. Cllr Ash thanked June Wilkins for 
all her help as well. The clerk was thanked for her contribution. The Mayor of Maidstone also 
attended and it was positive feedback from him. There were no major issues and no “lessons 
learned”.  The price of the hiring of the field was discussed – Mrs Franklin felt it was high but Cllr 
Ash felt that per child per day it was a reasonable price.  
 
Music on the Green 2016 
Jo Conner (chair) Bearsted Events was present along with the other committee members of 
Bearsted Events. The event was a resounding success and was sold out two weeks before the 
date of the event, there were no major injuries and of course as with a first event there is always 
scope for improvement such as more toilets, earlier warning of removal of fences. The feedback 
which has been received was extremely positive. There were no major risks identified.  The 
event was helped out by many local residents especially when it came to setting and up and 
taking down all the equipment. Bearsted Events worked very well with the Cricket Club. 
Bearsted Events advised the Council that over £15k was made for charities, i.e. donated to the 
Goodman Centre in Bearsted, NSPCC and Rainbows Play group.  Bearsted Events than asked the 
members if they would consider them using the Green again next year for the Event . The date 
they were looking at was the 27th August 2017 which will need to be agreed with the cricket 
club. This doesclash with the Farmers market and the Council will discuss with the Farmer’s 
Market Manager. . It was proposed by Cllr Marshall, seconded by Cllr Ash. RESOLVED by a VOTE 
5 FOR 1 ABSTENTION. 
 
Bearsted Events then spoke on another note which was if they could hire the Elizabeth Harvie 
Field for a spring/summer evening event. This will be discussed at the next Communications & 
Community committee meeting. Bearsted Events (Jo Conner)will put the request in writing to 
the Clerk.  Cllr Marshall pointed out that the covenant of the field needs to be reviewed prior to 
agreement.  In addition the Village Green policy has not yet been ratified – this will include fees 
for all parish areas.   ACTION C AND C COMMITTEE 
 

4. Reports 
4.1 Report from the PCSO and Police Issues. 
PCSO Ed Money was not in attendance but the following report had been received. 

 covering the period 09/08/16 – 10/09/16 
 

Theft – Milgate car park 
Fuel Theft – BP A20 x2 
Theft – co-op x2 
Criminal damage – The grove 
Theft – Cross keys 
Theft from vehicle – Winifred Road 
Garage Burglary – Ashford Road 
Fuel Theft – Esso 
Criminal Damage – Ashford Road 
Theft – Thurnham Lane 
 

Cllr Ash was asked by the Chairman to contact the PCSO as some of these crimes which had been 
reported to the Parish Council were not within the Parish but in fact fell under Thurnham Parish 
Council. 
ACTION CLLR ASH 
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 4.2 Report from the Community Warden 
Community Warden Sally Williams was not in attendance but a report had been received. 
Val Springett (Cllr) emailed me requesting further information on the vehicle that has been 
abandoned in Yeoman Lane Car park, as Val has kindly offered to assist with the matter, as I am 
having difficulties getting the vehicle removed.  This is my email response to her. 

 
Firstly, please accept my apologies for the delay in my response, I have been on sick leave and only 
returned to work on 7th September 2016. 

 
In answer to your question regarding the vehicle in Yeoman Lane car park, the registration number is 
T536 SCG - Mercedes A170 CDi - Silver Grey in colour.   

 
The car is parked near the end of the doctor's surgery, and has all of its windows open. 

 
The reference number from MBC when I reported it was 675380, and at the time of reporting the vehicle 
was SORNED with DVLA. 

 
I hope this information is of help to you, and many thanks for helping me with this problem. 

 
 

Visible presence @ Roseacre and Madginford School. 

 

Issues with possible Rogue Traders in Bramley Crescent Bearsted, men knocking on resident’s 

doors wanting to clean driveways for money.  I spoke to the men and asked for forms of 

company identification – this they refused to give me, I then explained that they were in fact in a 

“No Cold Calling Zone” and they then left the area.  I reported the incident to the Police on 101 

and obtained a reference number of 09/0647.  I also reported it to Trading Standards for 

intelligence purposes only.  I also called straight around to the resident to see if she was ok – and 

gave her some advice on Rogue Traders, and left my contact details for her. 

 
5. Reports from Borough and County Councillors 

Borough Councillors Report – Cllr Val Springett  

The biggest number of complaints I have dealt with by far over the last few weeks relate to the 

parking of cars in Ware Street, just west of the junction with Sandy Lane. Although vehicles 

parking here are not contravening any rules, because this is on a slight bend and on a slight hill, 

it is causing a lot of complaints because of the lack of visibility for vehicles trying to overtake. It 

is also making it more difficult for some of the property owners to get into and out of their 

driveways. So far, I have drawn a blank with both MBC and KCC as there is no history of 

accidents in this location and therefore they do not consider it a safety issue! I have asked if our 

PCSO could assist, as it may be a case of politely asking the vehicle owners to park away from the 

bend in the road which would solve the problem and avoid the need for parking restrictions. I 

am collating all the complaints I have received and will continue to pursue this matter. I know 

the issue has also been raised at Thurnham Parish Council as it is near to their boundary, and I 

wondered if it was possible for Bearsted Parish Council to liaise with Thurnham Parish council 

to see if together, you could also apply pressure to either discourage owners from parking there, 

or encourage KCC to consider a short stretch of double yellow lines to keep vehicles from 

parking right on the bend in the road.  I also had a request for parking restrictions at the top of 

Manor Rise at its junction with Yeoman Lane, but again as there have been no accidents it is not 

considered a priority in these days of budget cuts.  

I have had several calls over the last month or so regarding continuing clearance work being 

carried out on land near the Golf Club and the addition of a caravan. Although not in Bearsted 

Ward it has caused alarm amongst residents. I have been pursuing this with officers at MBC. I 
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have been advised that the land clearance is allowable and the caravan stationed there is for use 

of the workers whilst clearance work is being done and does not require planning permission. 

Concern also continues over tree felling in the vicinity or 162 and 164 Ashford Road. The 

Landscape team are monitoring the site and will be visiting It again to review the current Tree 

protection Order(TPO) to see if any further trees need protecting.  As before, clearance of the 

large site that sits back from the road is permissible. 

Following on from the last Parish meeting, I am still trying to chase up removal of the abandoned 

car in the Yeoman Lane car park. So far no success but I will pursue this ridiculous situation. 

Another planning application has been submitted for two properties to replace St Faith’s 

Bungalow in St Faith’s Lane. Although permission has previously been granted for one property 

on this site I am disappointed that the owners are still trying to squeeze two properties in, and I 

will be objecting to the revised scheme as I consider it too cramped and out of keeping with the 

locality. 

 

Borough Councillors report – Cllr Mike Cuming 
 

As it has been holiday season, not much has been happening at MBC last month, so nothing to 
add to Cllr. Springett's report, except that the Maidstone Gateway will be closed for 
refurbishment later this month until February next year, facilities being temporarily relocated to 
a nearby unit in The Mall shopping centre, with fewer public access computer terminals and 
only one payment kiosk. 
 
Borough Councillors report – Cllr Mike Revell 
Sorry that I have picked this up late.   I have had a closer look at the Ramblin Man concert and 
the complaints that I have received from residents.  I now have the recorded levels of sound 
taken from Mote House.   These show that on the Friday the agreed level of sound was exceeded 
five times. Not by much but definitely over.  I think there was a cat and mouse scenario played 
out, unfortunately there were no council officers available for residents to complain to, instead 
they were asked to complain to the organisers directly by a given phone number. 
i think there to be a rethink of the contract made between MBC and Ramblin that clearly makes 
the organisers responsible for the noise level and for MBC to hold a deposit that is not refunded 
if the levels are exceeded at any time.   I would welcome a response from your Councillors. 

 

The Ramblin Man was discussed at the meeting and it was noted that Cllr Revell was dealing 
with this. The Councillors also spoke on the parking at Ware Street which is causing concern to 
many residents of Bearsted, the Clerk has had verbal and email complaints regarding this issue, 
all of which have been forwarded onto the Community Warden, PCSO and Kent County Council.  
The Clerk will also speak to the Borough Councillors on this item. 

The Clerk was advised that as there are no restrictions on parking along this road, the Clerk was 
then asked to contact the relevant people again and also all complaints that she has received 
from residents on this to be forwarded onto Kent County Council. 

 

 

County Councillor Paul Carter  
Cllr Carter was not in attendance and no report had been received.  
 No report received 
 
 

6. Draft Minutes of Recent Committee Meetings 
For the parish council to receive the minutes.  Members are allowed to ask questions of the 
Committee Chairman but may not initiate a discussion. 
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 6.1. Planning Committee 25 August 2016 
Cllr Ash reported on the last planning meeting and spoke on the applications which had been 
discussed at that meeting.  
Cllr Ash spoke on the Local Plan and that all dates had been set and will be heard at the Town 
Hall. Cllr Ash also stated that on the planning decision notice for the Church Landway Lights 
there were some conditions which had to be me.  After speaking to Louise Welsford these 
conditions are not necessary as the Parish Council did not need planning permission for the 
lights originally.As they could have been installed under Permitted Development Rights the 
conditions do not need to be met. The Clerk will ask Louise Welsford the Planning officer if this 
could be put in writing to the Parish Council for their records.  ACTION CLERK 

 
6.2 Finance and General Policy 7th September 2016 – Cllr Camp was not in attendance and 
the minutes had not been reviewed. 
 

7. Finance 
7.1 Payments made outside meeting 
None 
7.2 To authorise list of payments made from 10 August – 13th September 2016 - for approval and 
signing, including list of individual payments exceeding £500.00. All members agreed the 
payments presented at full council meeting.  Proposed by Cllr Marshall, and seconded by Cllr 
Bennett RESOLVED by all member’s present.  
7.3 To note Account balances and receipts. RESOLVED: All members noted the account balances 
and receipts. 
 

8. Chairman’s Report 
Cllr Redman handed over to Cllr Marshall who spoke on this year’s Mynn Awards. Cllr Marshall 
asked the Councillors if they wished for the Mynn Awards to go ahead for this year, all members 
wished to see this continue. It was decided to have the cut-off date as the 15th November 2016 
with the Awards being presented at the December meeting. This will be organised by Cllr 
Marshall, Mrs Barbara Dunford and Mr Brian Clifford. The council thanked the team for taking 
this on. The Clerk will add this to the Website and it will be advertised in the Downs Mail.  
ACTION CLERK 
Cllr Redman then spoke on the Fireworks and that an Event Manager is needed for this event, 
Cllr Conner and Cllr Young will both not be available for this.  If no councillor is able to take this 
on, Cllr Redman mentioned the possibility of recruiting someone to run this event. This will be 
discussed at the next Communications & Community meeting. 
ACTION C AND C COMMITTEE 

9. Vice Chairman’s/Deputy Vice-Chairman’s report 
 Cllr R Camp was not in attendance. 
 
10. Reports from councillors  

Cllr Ryan stated that the Older Persons event has now been booked for the 29th October at the 
Bearsted & Thurnham WI Hall starting mid afternoon. . Cllr Ryan asked members if he could 
have a cheque for £100.00 as deposit for the hire of the hall. This was RESOLVED by all 
members and the Clerk added this to the cheque list for payment. 
 

11. Matters for discussion 
 Neighbourhood Plan 

Cllr Young was not in attendance and no update had been received.  Cllr Ash highlighted that the 
timeline had not been adhered to in his view.  ACTION CLLR YOUNG 
 
Gold Standard NALC 
Cllr Conner was not in attendance; the Clerk was asked to speak with Cllr Conner regarding this. 
ACTION CLLR CONNER/ CLERK 
 
Farmers market 
The Clerk was asked to speak with the Farmer’s Market Manager on this. 
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12. Correspondence 
Cllr Redman had received a card of thanks from a resident who had received the Newsletter  
 

13.  Future agenda items   
 Neighbourhood plan 
 NALC Gold Award 

Email addresses 
Christmas Market 
Policies – Capability and Village Green, plus other key priorities as previously discussed 
 

14. Resolution: 
 Smarts Cottages/ HR Matters 

To resolve to go into closed session and to exclude the press and public during items 14 
(Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 in accordance with standing order 10 (xi). 
Covered in Closed session 
 

15.  Date of next meeting 
The next meeting of the Full Council will be at Madginford Hall 7.30pm on the 11th October 2016. 
 
There being no further business this part of the meeting closed at 9.05pm 

 

 
 

Item 4.2 Community Warden Report  October 2016   Purpose of Item: Report 

 

 

 

 

Item 5 Borough Councillors reports: Purpose of Item: Information 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

BEARSTED PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of a meeting of Bearsted Parish Council Planning Committee held on the  

29 September 2016 at Madginford Hall, Egremont Road at 7.30pm 

 

 

Item 6 Draft minutes of recent committee meetings. Purpose of Item: Information  
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Councillors Present:  

Cllr Richard Ash (Chairman) 

Cllr Suzanne Camp 

Cllr Fabienne Hughes 

Cllr Pat Marshall MBE 

                

The meeting was chaired by Cllr R Ash  

The meeting was being recorded by Cllr F Hughes 

 

Also in attendance the 5 members of public 

 

1. Apologies for absence.   

Cllr Graham Farrow, Cllr Tony Ryan 

 

2. Disclosure of Interest or Lobbying 

Cllr Marshall and Cllr Ash had both received letters from resident’s objection to the application 

for Barty House and St Faiths Bungalow. 

 

3. Minutes of the last Planning meeting 28 July 2016 and 25 August 2016 

These minutes were signed as a true and correct record by the Chairman of Planning Cllr 
Richard Ash 

 
4. Matters arising from the last minutes 
 None 
 

5.  Planning Applications for consideration  

This application was brought forward as there were members of the public present for this 

application. 

 

As the members of public present wished to speak on 16/506630/ FULL St Faiths Bungalow this 

was then discussed first. 

 

 16/506630/FULL St Faiths Bungalow, St Faiths Lane, Bearsted 
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Demolition of existing bungalow and erection of 2 replacements four 

bedroom dwellings set on 3 floors with associated parking. 

 

 

MEETING ADJOURNED TO HEAR FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 

 

Mr Neil Penney a resident of St Faiths Court spoke out against the application for the following 

reasons, the proposed application overlooks his property, over-development of this small plot of 

land, this is the third time that planning had been submitted to Maidstone Borough Council, 

there would also be an increase in traffic in St Faiths Lane. There is also no turning circle at the 

end of this very narrow lane. This lane is also used very widely by parents taking their children 

to and from school. The residents do not have a problem with a single dwelling on this site as 

was previously submitted and permitted by Maidstone Borough Council. 

Mr Brian Clifford was not at the meeting but had prior to the meeting circulated to all members 

a letter objecting to the application. The Parish Council members when deciding on the 

application will take into consideration all the neighbours views. 

 

The Parish Council then resumed the meeting to discuss the application. All members felt that 

the Parish Council should object to the application on the same grounds as previously submitted 

to Maidstone Borough Council which were: - 

It was RESOLVED by all members present that they would like to see the application refused on 

the following grounds. 

Low density part of Bearsted, over development of site, added traffic to what is already a narrow 

lane. There are no footpaths in this lane and it is regularly used by parents and children walking 

to school. There would also be a loss of privacy for the neighbouring properties. 

 

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC THEN LEFT THE ROOM 

 

 

 16/506735/LBC Barty House, Roundwell, Bearsted 

Listed Building application for alterations to boundary wall and provision 

of landscaping to facilitate improved access. 

 

                Cllr F Hughes spoke in favour of the application being approved, she felt that it was an  

                Improvement on what was there at present, Cllr F Hughes then went onto say that Bearsted  

                will suffer as all the amenities are in the Bearsted Parish. Cllr Camp stated that she could see 

                both sides but would abstain on this application as she was not present at the meeting when 
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                this application was discussed previously and therefore could not offer any opinion on this 

                application. Cllr Marshall has sympathy with the residents and their views on this  

                application and did not feel that the wall which was proposed would not look as aesthetically  

                pleasing as what is there now. Cllr Ash then said that the wall is only being removed in order  

                to gain access to the new site for 100 houses which has already been granted permission by  

                Maidstone Borough Council. It was then proposed by Cllr Ash, seconded by Cllr Marshall that 

                they would like to see the application refused. VOTE 2 FOR 1 AGAINST 1 ABSTENTION.   

                Cllr Ash was not able to give a material planning ground for objection to the application  

                and therefore his original proposal was withdrawn. It was then RESOLVED 3 FOR 1  

                ABSTENTION that the members could offer no material planning grounds for objecting  

                To this application, but the members would like to see the wall re-built in its original  

                 position. 

 

 16/506798/FULL 156 Merton Road, Bearsted 

Erection of single storey side extension with insertion of light lanterns 

and erection of single storey part front porch extension. 

NO OBJECTION 

 

 16/506630/FULL St Faiths Bungalow, St Faiths Lane, Bearsted 

Demolition of existing bungalow and erection of 2 replacements four 

bedroom dwellings set on 3 floors with associated parking. 

 

 

 16/506753/FULL 9 The Almonds, Bearsted 

Garage conversion into a storage room 

NO OBJECTION 

 

 16/506467/FULL 11A Yeoman Lane, Bearsted 

Single storey side and rear extension 

NO OBJECTION 
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 16/506010/TPO Snowfield, Yeoman Lane, Bearsted 

TPO order to various trees Sycamore, Copper Beech, Oak, Scots Pine, 

Holly and Yew – 5 metres from boundary along Moncrief Close, shorten 

branches, lift crowns (never more than 1/3 of tree’s volume) up to 4 

metres from the ground level, dead and broken branches. 

NO OBJECTION 

 

 16/506011/FULL 23 Hampson Way, Bearsted 

Construction of single storey rear extension 

NO OBJECTION 

 

 16/506922/FULL 10 Ashford Road, Bearsted 

Demolition of conservatory and erection of a single storey rear and side 

extensions. 

   NO OBJECTION 

 16/506818/FULL 21 Fauchons Close, Bearsted 

Erection of a single storey side extension and front porch, front dormer 

extension with Juliette balcony, alterations to fenestration and internal 

alterations. Removal of rear porch. 

NO OBJECTION 

 

6.          Decisions made by MBC  

              The clerk handed to all members at the meeting an update on all decisions made by Maidstone  

              Borough Council since the last planning meeting. 

 

7.         Matters for discussion 

            Local Plan. Cllr Ash spoke briefly on this stating that he was disappointed that Bearsted Parish  

           Council would have no representation at the consultation. 

             

8.         Date of next meeting 

It was RESOLVED by all members that all planning meetings will take place at Madginford Hall on the 

third Tuesday of the month. 
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There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.55pm   

 
 

 
 

Bearsted Parish Council 

Minutes of a meeting of the Environment Committee held at 

KGV Memorial Hall, Bearsted, Monday 26th September 2016 at 19.30. 

Councillors present: 

Cllr Geoff Bennett (Chairman) 

Cllr Jon Hughes 

Cllr Suzanne Camp 

Cllr Fabienne Hughes taking the Minutes and recording the Meeting. 

The Clerk is on annual leave. 

1. Apologies and absence: 

Apologies received from Cllr P Marshall, Cllr G Farrow and Cllr R Ash. 

2. Declaration of Interest or Lobbying: 

None 

3. Minutes of the last Environment Committee Meeting on the 25th July 2016 

The Minutes were agreed as a true record and signed by Cllr Bennett 

Resolved unanimous. 

4. Matters arising from the last Minutes: 

It was agreed that all items from the last Minutes were on the Agenda to be discussed. 

5. Highways & Footpaths: 

a. St Faiths Lane/Roseacre Lane 

As agreed and ratified at June/July Meeting, Andy Yates will start the clearance of St 

Faiths path at the beginning of October. 

Mr Gallavin was asked to look at the trees again with view to reduce in size, £42 was paid 

to MBC, BPC awaiting report. 

Action Cllr G Bennett to ring MBC. 

b. Report from Cllr Ash regarding a complaint from two residents about vehicles parked on 

the Ashford Road. Possibility of double yellow lines, the Committee was not in favour of 

that option but would like the Clerk to look at the possibility of another Pelican crossing 

as it is in the proximity of the Church Landway Footpath and the Leyne Valley footpath 

on the opposite side. 

Action Clerk/Cllr F Hughes to enquire with KCC. 

6. Church Landway/BWT: 

a. Church Landway Specification. Cllr J Hughes to contact Evans&Langford for a more 

comprehensive, user friendly spec to be presented at Full Council. Possibility of an extra 

Lunio lamp post to be installed by the steps and replacement of the car park lamp post to a 

Lunio fitting when Church Landway and Car Park resurfacing works take place. 

b. Further Reports: 

The steps were in need of repair, the work was done by Mr Eldridge, will need to see the 

invoice and start asking for quotes to make sure the Council gets value for money. 
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Mr R Ashness approached the Council for their support on dogs on the lead on BWT. The 

Committee refers to Full Council, does BPC want to get involved in politics for land it 

does not own? 

The Committee has asked for Mr Waring to trim the hedge back in the Church Car Park to 

keep it at a 4 to 5foot height. 

7. Bearsted Green: 

a.  Smarts Cottages: 

To install one central bollard and a wooden post on the Grass side to reduce the width. 

This was one of the Clerk’s Action Point from July Meeting. No update provided. 

b. Further reports: 

- Grill has been installed by the pond, invoice to be provided. 

- Cllr J Hughes to go and collect a green bin from BPC Office to deliver to the resident 

on the Green who looks after the pond. Green bin can also be used when Cllrs trim the 

various plants and hedges on the Green. 

- Clerk to obtain update on the damaged when installed bin between pond and play area. 

No update. 

- Various benches and the play area fences as well as BPC shed on Church Allotment in 

need of treatment/paint. Clerk was to seek quotes, No action/update provided. 

Action Cllr J Hughes to contact and provide a quote. 

- The new Electric box on the Green comes with new safety lock keys. As we are 

unsure on how many keys were provided to the Clerk, the Committee agreed to put an 

order for two extra keys @ £7.72+VAT each+£10.00 Royal Mail untracked delivery 

charge.  

One key to be given to Annette our Market Manager and one key to be kept by Cllr J 

Hughes who also has the ordinary lock key. Action Cllr J Hughes. 

- The Committee also discussed the possibility to seek quotes from Fencing Contractors 

to replace ALL posts around the Green with metal collars to avoid erosion by 

streamers and gang mowers. Action Clerk. 

 

8. Open Spaces: 

a. Elizabeth Harvie Field: 

RS Surfacing have been instructed, Action Cllr Bennett/Clerk to chase for date. 

b. Litter Picking: 

Resident, Mr J Cunningham has offered to assist with litter picking. Action Clerk to 

contact and provide with a set of litter pickers. 

c. Rosemary Road: 

Arbour Tree Surgeon completed the contracted works. 

Cllr J Hughes and Cllr F Hughes to look at works needed, cutting back, basal growth and 

removal of tree guard. 

d. Bulb Planting: 

Cllr F Hughes bought some various Daffodils bulbs at a plant auction, 

£7.00+VAT+Commision per bag, £9.24 per bags of 100’s (5in total). The Committee also 

propose to agree and contract someone to plant them as very few Councillors have the 

time. Cllr F Hughes proposed, Cllr S Camp seconded, unanimous. 

9. Matters for discussion: 

a. Beautification of Bearsted: 

In July’s Meeting Actions, the Clerk was to approach the Management Company for 

Madginford shops planter, KCC regarding funding and saplings on bank opposite the 

Railway Station, No update provided. To move forward with this project, it was agreed 

that: 

Action Cllr F Hughes to approach Management Company. 
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Action Cllr J Hughes to approach KCC. 

b. Allotments: 

Due to difficulties encountered to balance the books on allotment rents, it was proposed 

by Cllr J Hughes and seconded by Cllr S Camp that a letter should be sent to all allotment 

holders stating a dead line date set for rents to be paid, allotment will be revoked should 

the date not be adhered to. Unanimous. 

The possibility of local young people to be employed to treat/paint BPC shed at minimum 

wage, as children were employed for the summer scheme. 

c. Parking: 

The possibility of an extra bin to be provided by the Surgery Car Park was discussed to 

alleviate the problem with littering. Action Clerk to approach MBC. 

d. Ground Maintenance Spec: 

As discussed at last Meeting, the Committee agreed to approach Mr Warings for a quote 

to provide BPC with a Specification for ground Maintenance in the village which We, the 

Council will be able to use for future quotations. Action Cllr J Hughes to contact Mr 

Warings. 

e. Litter Picker/Gardener: 

It was agreed for All to look into finding small Companies that may be interested in litter 

picking Bearsted and conducting small gardening, tidying up along footpaths while litter 

picking. Action All. 

To enquire with MBC as per cost to empty normal bins around Bearsted with the view of 

perhaps replacing dog poo bins with general bins when they need replacing, where 

possible. Action Cllr G Bennett. 

f. Community Speed Watch: 

As discussed on several occasions over the years, to propose Borough Councillor M 

Cuming would have the backing of BPC for Community Speed Watch should he manage 

to sign up the necessary number of volunteers needed for that project. 

10. Date of the next Meeting: 

Monday 24th October 2016 @ KGV Memorial Hall @ 19.30. 

 

There being no further matters to discuss, the meeting was closed at 20.44. 

 

 

 

BEARSTED PARISH COUNCIL 

 Minutes of a Communications and Community Committee meeting of Bearsted Parish Council 
 Held at Madginford Hall, Egremont Road, Bearsted on Wednesday 21st September 2016 at 

7.30pm 
 
 

Present:  
Cllr Richard Ash 
Cllr Jon Hughes 
Cllr Fiona Redman 
Cllr Tony Ryan 
Cllr Paul Young 
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Also present: The Clerk and Mr Nick Ross from Bearsted Scouts 
 
The meeting was chaired by Cllr Tony Ryan 
The meeting was recorded by Cllr Tony Ryan 
 

REPORTS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC  

None. 
 
The meeting commenced at 7.30pm 
 
1. Apologies and absence 

Cllr Conner 
 
2. Declarations of Interest or Lobbying 

Cllr Ryan declared an interest as he is a Director of Kent Community Events 
 
3. Minutes of the last Communications & Community committee meeting held on 20 July 2016 

RESOLVED: Cllr Ash made a small amendment as did Cllr Ryan, the minutes were then signed as a 
true and correct record by Cllr Redman 
 

4. To co-opt members of the public onto the committee 
Deferred until the next meeting. 
 

5.    Community Matters 
Play scheme 2016 
The Clerk circulated at the meeting the Income and Expenditure for the 2016 summer play scheme. 
Cllr Ryan went through all the figures at the meeting with the other members. The figures were 
positive as was the feedback from the parents for the summer play scheme. The possibility of other 
locations that the play scheme could be held at for 2017 was briefly discussed but this needed more 
work. Cllr Young suggested a meeting with the Clerk, Mrs Amanda Franklin and June Wilkins was 
needed.  
ACTION CLERK 
 
Fireworks 2016 
Cllr Young spoke on this and that in order to continue the success of this event, if all councillors 
were in agreement Mrs Barbara Dunford would be the lead on this event for 2016 with help of 
course from other councillors, the other option was to also seek help from outside. The person 
suggested by Cllr Young and Mrs Barbara Dunford was Kim Roberts, she is a local person and has 
previously carried out work for the Parish Council. Kim Roberts charges £15.00 per hour and it was 
felt that 15 hours should be enough to help run this event. This would be a cost to the Parish Council 
of £225.00. Cllr Redman proposed that the Council employ Kim Roberts for the Fireworks event (15 
hrs initially but this would be monitored), seconded by Cllr J Hughes. RESOLVED by all members 
present.  
Mr Nick Ross from Bearsted Scouts then spoke on his part that his Scout Group take at the 
Fireworks Display.  
The food would be the same as previous years 
Glow sticks – this is a Great fundraiser and this goes towards the Scouts World challenge Jamboree 
There will be approx 15-20 scouts helping on the evening all of which will wear a scarf to help 
identify them. 
The Clerk will need copies of their Food Hygiene Certificate, Liability Insurance 
The Maidstone Rotary Club have also been asked to help with stewarding (meeting to be arranged 
nearer the time with Robert Wicken and the Parish Councillor in charge of stewarding) 
Nick suggested hiring two large commercial waste bins from Maidstone Borough Council at a cost of 
£20.00 per bin, Nick will arrange this. Clerk will speak to Nick on this. 
The Clerk was asked to confirm the use of Bearsted Woodland Trust for the Fireworks Event. 
The Clerk was also asked to chase RS Surfacing for the repairs which need to be carried out to the 
entrance of the Elizabeth Harvie Field. 
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Mrs Barbara Dunford wanted to agree a limit of the number of attendees to the Fireworks Display, it 
was RESOLVED that they should put an upper limit of 4000, this would mean that we would need 1 
steward per 100 people and this is a legal requirement. This would then be put into the Event Plan 
and the stewarded accordingly and the numbers will be monitored as tickets are sold. 
Ticket prices will be kept at the same price as last year 
£15 Family – 2 adults and 2 children or 1 adult and 3 children 
£6 Adults 
£4 children aged 4-16 
Under 4’s free 
 
It was also RESOLVED to use we got tickets and they charge a booking fee of 10% 
There will be a smaller version of the Newsletter circulated promoting the Fireworks Event, it was 
also discussed that banners could also be used to advertise the event. 
 
Event for older generation 
Cllr Ryan and Mrs Barbara Dunford met with Cllr Marshall and the Community Warden Sally 
Williams , the event will be for the over 70’s and this will be advertised through various means 
throughout the Parish. The event will take place on the 29th October from 3.30pm to 6pm at the 
Bearsted & Thurnham WI Hall. 
 
Christmas Fair 
The lead on the Christmas Fair will be Cllr J Hughes and Cllr F Hughes, they will of course keep all 
councillors and the Clerk updated as this progresses along. 
 
Farmers market 
Cllr Redman stated that this was originally being led by Cllr Dan Conner but due to work and 
personal commitments the Clerk was asked to speak to Cllr Conner to see if he is still able to lead on 
this. The Clerk was also asked to contact Annette to see if she would also be willing to work on this. 
The item of the Licence was hopefully on the agenda to be discussed at the next KALC meeting on 
the 26th September. It was also noted that there was a possibility of seeking Legal advice on this 
through the KCC Legal Package which the Parish Council has in place.  It was RESOLVED that until 
the KALC meeting had taken place no more work could be carried out on this.  
 
Village Green Policy 
Cllr Ryan declared an interest in this and therefore would take no part in discussions and would not 
vote on any item surrounding the Village Green Policy.  
 
EH Field Hire 
The Clerk at the meeting produced the covenant for the EH Field. Cllr Redman will speak with the 
KCC Legal Department on this to see if the Covenant is a legally binding document or if it could 
waived. 
 
MOG 2017 
This was already discussed at the Full Council meeting in September. 
 
Circus 2017 
The Clerk had received a request from John Lawson asking if they could attend the Bearsted Green 
in late April 2017. It was RESOLVED after a short discussion on hire fees that for 2017 the cost will 
increase from £300 to £400 for the hire of Bearsted Green plus electric and water costs and a £500 
deposit as security in case of damage to the Green. This was proposed by Cllr Young, seconded by 
Cllr J Hughes. RESOLVED by all members present. 
ACTION CLERK 
 
Classic Car Show 
The Classic Car show had asked if they could use the Green for the show on the 30th July 2017, the 
Parish Council had no objection to this date. The Classic Car show organisers were just waiting for 
agreement from the Cricket Club. 
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Newsletter 
Cllr Ryan will draw up the distribution list and circulate to all members. 
 

6. Finance 
The Clerk circulated at the meeting a Budget monitoring report to date. 

 
7.    Matters for Information 

Social Media training 
No update 
 
School Logo competition 
No update 
 
 

8. Future Agenda Items 
 Fireworks 2016 
 Matters Arising / Action Points from previous meetings 
 Correspondence 
 Event for older generation 
 School logo competition 
 Newsletter distribution 
  

9. Date of next meeting 
Wednesday 19th October 2016, Madginford Hall commencing at 7.30pm 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.30pm 
ACTION LIST 
 

ISSUE LEAD TIMESCALE 
Christmas Fair 2016  Cllr J Hughes October Communications & 

Community committee meeting 
Budget Monitoring Clerk October Communications & 

Community committee meeting 
Fireworks Mrs Barbara 

Dunford/Cllr 
Paul Young 

October Communications & 
Community committee meeting 

Farmers Market Cllr Conner October Communications & 
Community committee meeting 

 
ITEMS REQUIRING RATIFICATION AT OCTOBER 2016 FULL COUNCIL -NONE 
 

ITEM PROPOSAL SUPPORTING INFORMATION 
REQUIRED? 
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Item 7.1 List of payments – October 2016 ( to be supplied at meeting) 

 

      

   

      

      

 
 

 
 
Member Grant (Church Landway Lights)     £1500.00 
Golding Homes (Playscheme Grant)      £  250.00 
Bank Interest         £       4.52 

 
Current Account        £10.00 
Business Reserve Land & Buildings Account    £100,063.52 
Business Reserve       £245,585.52 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Item 7.2 Receipts for the period 14.09.16 – 11.10.16 

Item 7.3 Balances of Accounts 


