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BEARSTED PARISH COUNCIL 

 Minutes of a Communications and Community Committee meeting of Bearsted Parish Council 
 Held at Madginford Hall, Egremont Road, Bearsted on Wednesday 21st September 2016 at 

7.30pm 
 
 

Present:  
Cllr Richard Ash 
Cllr Jon Hughes 
Cllr Fiona Redman 
Cllr Tony Ryan 
Cllr Paul Young 
 
 
Also present: The Clerk and Mr Nick Ross from Bearsted Scouts 
 
The meeting was chaired by Cllr Tony Ryan 
The meeting was recorded by Cllr Tony Ryan 
 

REPORTS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC  

None. 
 
The meeting commenced at 7.30pm 
 
1. Apologies and absence 

Cllr Conner 
 
2. Declarations of Interest or Lobbying 

Cllr Ryan declared an interest as he is a Director of Kent Community Events 
 
3. Minutes of the last Communications & Community committee meeting held on 20 July 2016 

RESOLVED: Cllr Ash made a small amendment as did Cllr Ryan, the minutes were then signed as a 
true and correct record by Cllr Redman 
 

4. To co-opt members of the public onto the committee 
Deferred until the next meeting. 
 

5.    Community Matters 
Play scheme 2016 
The Clerk circulated at the meeting the Income and Expenditure for the 2016 summer play scheme. 
Cllr Ryan went through all the figures at the meeting with the other members. The figures were 
positive as was the feedback from the parents for the summer play scheme. The possibility of other 
locations that the play scheme could be held at for 2017 was briefly discussed but this needed more 
work. Cllr Young suggested a meeting with the Clerk, Mrs Amanda Franklin and June Wilkins was 
needed.  
ACTION CLERK 
 
Fireworks 2016 
Cllr Young spoke on this and that in order to continue the success of this event, if all councillors 
were in agreement Mrs Barbara Dunford would be the lead on this event for 2016 with help of 
course from other councillors, the other option was to also seek help from outside. The person 
suggested by Cllr Young and Mrs Barbara Dunford was Kim Roberts, she is a local person and has 
previously carried out work for the Parish Council. Kim Roberts charges £15.00 per hour and it was 
felt that 15 hours should be enough to help run this event. This would be a cost to the Parish Council 
of £225.00. Cllr Redman proposed that the Council employ Kim Roberts for the Fireworks event (15 
hrs initially but this would be monitored), seconded by Cllr J Hughes. RESOLVED by all members 
present.  
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Mr Nick Ross from Bearsted Scouts then spoke on his part that his Scout Group take at the 
Fireworks Display.  
The food would be the same as previous years 
Glow sticks – this is a Great fundraiser and this goes towards the Scouts World challenge Jamboree 
There will be approx. 15-20 scouts helping on the evening all of which will wear a scarf to help 
identify them. 
The Clerk will need copies of their Food Hygiene Certificate, Liability Insurance 
The Maidstone Rotary Club have also been asked to help with stewarding (meeting to be arranged 
nearer the time with Robert Wicken and the Parish Councillor in charge of stewarding) 
Nick suggested hiring two large commercial waste bins from Maidstone Borough Council at a cost of 
£20.00 per bin, Nick will arrange this. Clerk will speak to Nick on this. 
The Clerk was asked to confirm the use of Bearsted Woodland Trust for the Fireworks Event. 
The Clerk was also asked to chase RS Surfacing for the repairs which need to be carried out to the 
entrance of the Elizabeth Harvie Field. 
Mrs Barbara Dunford wanted to agree a limit of the number of attendees to the Fireworks Display, it 
was RESOLVED that they should put an upper limit of 4000, this would mean that we would need 1 
steward per 100 people and this is a legal requirement. This would then be put into the Event Plan 
and the stewarded accordingly and the numbers will be monitored as tickets are sold. 
Ticket prices will be kept at the same price as last year 
£15 Family – 2 adults and 2 children or 1 adult and 3 children 
£6 Adults 
£4 children aged 4-16 
Under 4’s free 
 
It was also RESOLVED to use we got tickets and they charge a booking fee of 10% 
There will be a smaller version of the Newsletter circulated promoting the Fireworks Event, it was 
also discussed that banners could also be used to advertise the event. 
 
Event for older generation 
Cllr Ryan and Mrs Barbara Dunford met with Cllr Marshall and the Community Warden Sally 
Williams, the event will be for the over 70’s and this will be advertised through various means 
throughout the Parish. The event will take place on the 29th October from 3.30pm to 6pm at the 
Bearsted & Thurnham WI Hall. 
 
Christmas Fair 
The lead on the Christmas Fair will be Cllr J Hughes and Cllr F Hughes, they will of course keep all 
councillors and the Clerk updated as this progresses along. 
 
Farmers market 
Cllr Redman stated that this was originally being led by Cllr Dan Conner but due to work and 
personal commitments the Clerk was asked to speak to Cllr Conner to see if he is still able to lead on 
this. The Clerk was also asked to contact Annette to see if she would also be willing to work on this. 
The item of the Licence was hopefully on the agenda to be discussed at the next KALC meeting on 
the 26th September. It was also noted that there was a possibility of seeking Legal advice on this 
through the KCC Legal Package which the Parish Council has in place.  It was RESOLVED that until 
the KALC meeting had taken place no more work could be carried out on this.  
 
Village Green Policy 
Cllr Ryan declared an interest in this and therefore would take no part in discussions and would not 
vote on any item surrounding the Village Green Policy.  
 
EH Field Hire 
The Clerk at the meeting produced the covenant for the EH Field. Cllr Redman will speak with the 
KCC Legal Department on this to see if the Covenant is a legally binding document or if it could be 
waived. 
 
MOG 2017 
This was already discussed at the Full Council meeting in September. 
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Circus 2017 
The Clerk had received a request from John Lawson asking if they could attend the Bearsted Green 
in late April 2017. It was RESOLVED after a short discussion on hire fees that for 2017 the cost will 
increase from £300 to £400 for the hire of Bearsted Green plus electric and water costs and a £500 
deposit as security in case of damage to the Green. This was proposed by Cllr Young, seconded by 
Cllr J Hughes. RESOLVED by all member’s present. 
ACTION CLERK 
 
Classic Car Show 
The Classic Car show had asked if they could use the Green for the show on the 30th July 2017, the 
Parish Council had no objection to this date. The Classic Car show organisers were just waiting for 
agreement from the Cricket Club. 
 
Newsletter 
Cllr Ryan will draw up the distribution list and circulate to all members. 
 

6. Finance 
The Clerk circulated at the meeting a Budget monitoring report to date. 

 
7.    Matters for Information 

Social Media training 
No update 
 
School Logo competition 
No update 
 
 

8. Future Agenda Items 
 Fireworks 2016 
 Matters Arising / Action Points from previous meetings 
 Correspondence 
 Event for older generation 
 School logo competition 
 Newsletter distribution 
  

9. Date of next meeting 
Wednesday 19th October 2016, Madginford Hall commencing at 7.30pm 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.30pm 
ACTION LIST 
 

ISSUE LEAD TIMESCALE 
Christmas Fair 2016  Cllr J Hughes October Communications & 

Community committee meeting 
Budget Monitoring Clerk October Communications & 

Community committee meeting 
Fireworks Mrs Barbara 

Dunford/Cllr 
Paul Young 

October Communications & 
Community committee meeting 

Farmers Market Cllr Conner October Communications & 
Community committee meeting 

 
ITEMS REQUIRING RATIFICATION AT OCTOBER 2016 FULL COUNCIL -NONE 
 

ITEM PROPOSAL SUPPORTING INFORMATION 
REQUIRED? 
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