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BEARSTED PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of a meeting of the Environment Committee held at  

KGV Memorial Hall, Bearsted on Monday 20 June 2016 at 7.30pm 
 
 

 
Councillors Present:  
Cllr Geoff Bennett (chairman) 
Cllr Suzanne Camp 
Cllr Jon Hughes 
Cllr Fabienne Hughes 
 
Also in attendance: The Clerk Mrs M Rumble 
 
The meeting was being recorded. 
 
Cllr Bennett chaired the meeting 
 
 
1.    Apologies and absence 

Apologies were received and noted from Cllr H Farrow, Cllr G Farrow, Cllr R Ash, Cllr Pat 
Marshall MBE 
 

2.    Declaration of Interest or Lobbying 
None 
 

3. Minutes of the last Environment committee meeting on the 23 May 2016 
To consider the minutes of the meeting (previously circulated) and if in order to sign as a 
true and correct record.  
The minutes were agreed as a true and correct record and signed by Cllr G Bennett. 
RESOLVED by all member’s present 

 
4. Matters arising from the last minutes 

The new bins on the Green – Clerk to chase for a date of installation 
 

5. Highways    
 a. Street Cleaning 

The Clerk was asked to chase Maidstone Borough Council for a schedule of the cleaning in 
Bearsted. 
b. any further reports/updates 
The Clerk stated that she had asked Warings for a quote to spray the footpaths in Bearsted 
and she would also ask Warings for a quote to cut back the Church Lane car park. 
ACTION CLERK 
The Clerk was then asked to contact Warings for a quote to spray the area at the rear of 
Smarts Cottages and to also write to the residents of Smarts Cottages to ask that their bins 
are removed from this area. It was noted that this was fourth time of writing a letter to the 
residents. 

 
6. Church Landway 
 a. Church Lane car park/Church Landway repairs 

This will be covered in CLOSED SESSION 
b. Repairs to play area 
The Clerk updated members that this has now been completed 
c. any further reports/updates 
None 
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7. Bearsted Green 

a. Electrical box – Quotes 
This will be covered under CLOSED SESSION 
b. benches 
The Clerk was asked to contact Mr Eldridge to ask if another metal bench could be added to 
Fridays removal of the benches. 
ACTION CLERK 
The Clerk had received a quote of £250.00 from Mr Eldridge to install eight wooden posts at 
the rear of the play area, this was proposed by Cllr Bennett, seconded by Cllr F Hughes. 
RESOLVED by all members present. 
ACTION CLERK 
c. Pond 
The Clerk was asked to order a Green bin to be used by Mr Pryor who maintains the pond, 
Cllr J Hughes said there is also quite a lot of Blanket Weed in the pond and a quote to have 
this removed is needed. 
Cllr J Hughes will also be dealing with seeking a quote for the installation of a non-return 
valve at the pond. 
ACTION CLLR J HUGHES 
d. any further reports 
The Clerk was asked to seek quotes for the Crown lifting of the Holm Oak on the Green and 
will also submit a planning application for this work. 
ACTION CLERK 
 

8.  Open Spaces 
a. Elizabeth Harvie Field 
Cllr J Hughes informed members that he had received a quote from Warings to lay type 1 at 
the cross keys entrance to the field. The Clerk will seek two further quotes. 
ACTION CLERK 
 

9. Matters for discussion 
a. Garden competition 
The Clerk had received 10 entrants for the Garden competition. Cllr S Camp stated that she 
would like to advertise the sponsors of the competition and perhaps this could go in the 
Downs mail with a big Thank you, and a poster could also be placed on the 
noticeboard/website. 

 ACTION CLLR CAMP/ CLERK 
b. Beautification of Bearsted 
The Clerk updated members that there could be some funding available for this which had 
been set aside by the Steering Group in Bearsted. The Clerk will make enquiries into this. 
Cllr F Hughes has received correspondence from the Estate Manager at Snowfields on the 
bank opposite the railway station, they would like to be involved and out forward three 
possible options:- 
Option 1 - Ornamental grasses under planted with spring bulbs of different varieties and 
colours 

 
This would need to be watered regularly for the first two years but eventually they would 
need minimal care/watering and would provide beautiful colour and texture all year 
round.  

 
Option 2 - Rhododendrons and Camellias 

 
These would need to be watered every week during the summer for the first two years, but 
later would need minimal care and provide beautiful colour during flowering. I don't know 
if you've had the PH levels tested, but on our side the soil is slightly acidic making it even 
more difficult for normal plants to thrive. We planted Rhododendrons and Camellias in two 
areas of the sandy hill we mentioned earlier and had great success with them as they are 
acid loving and don't mind poor soil quality.  
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Option 3 - Wild meadow/meadow flowers underplanted with spring bulbs and foxgloves. 
 
The other area part of the Beautification is Madginford Shops. Cllr F Hughes is going to 
make contact with the Management company regarding the maintenance of this area and if 
they would be prepared to work with the Parish Council on this. The other possible area 
which could have some planters is Rosemary Road. 
ACTION CLLR F HUGHES/CLERK 
c. any further reports 
The Clerk spoke on Meadow  Bank, Cllr J Hughes mentioned that perhaps this area could be 
fenced off and goats could be used to graze it. This would need to be looked into further. 
The Clerk also stated that at some point they should carry out a tree inspection in this area. 
Cllr J Hughes then mentioned that there was actually a tree which could do with being 
inspected by a tree surgeon. 
ACTION CLERK 
 

10. Allotments 
Cllr J Hughes stated that they should be looking at having non return valves fitted to the 
taps at both allotment sites. 

 ACTION CLLR J HUGHES 
 
 
11. RESOLUTION – Quotes Church Car Park/Church Landway 
      Electric box on the Green 

To resolve to go into closed session and to exclude the press and public during items 13 
(Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 in accordance with standing order 10(xi). 

 
12.  Date of next meeting 

The next meeting will on the 25th July 7.30pm at the KGV Memorial Hall 
 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.50pm 
 

 
 

ACTION LOG 
 
 
 

ISSUE  LEAD TIMESCALE 
Bearsted in Bloom ALL July meeting 

 
Church car park surface Clerk Ongoing 

 
Maintenance/Gardener spec Clerk Ongoing 

 

Lighting CLERK July Environment meeting 
 

Street Cleaning CLERK July Environment meeting 
 

Tree Quotes CLERK July Environment meeting 
 

Smarts Cottages CLERK July Environment meeting 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


