
 BEARSTED PARISH COUNCIL 

 Minutes of a meeting of Bearsted Parish Council held at  
Madginford Hall, Egremont Road, Bearsted on Tuesday 12 April 2016 at 7.30pm 

 
 
Present:  
Cllr Richard Ash  
Cllr Geoff Bennett 
Cllr Richard Camp 
Cllr Suzanne Camp 
Cllr Dan Conner 
Cllr Helena Goodwin 
Cllr Fabienne Hughes 
Cllr Jon Hughes 
Cllr Pat Marshall MBE 
Cllr Fiona Redman (chair) 
Cllr Tony Ryan 
Cllr Paul Young 
 
Also in attendance was the Clerk Mrs Michelle Rumble, Borough Councillor Val Springett, 
Borough Councillor Mike Cuming and 4 members of the public 
 
The meeting was chaired by Cllr Fiona Redman 
The meeting was being recorded by Cllr Ryan 
 
REPORTS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC  
 

A resident Mr Schmoeger of Cross Keys spoke on the clearing of Lilk meadow and the 
recent bonfires, Maidstone Borough Council had been informed about this. It appears 
that plastic and rubber had been burnt and no permission had been granted to burn this 
type of rubbish. It was also noted that the Fire Brigade had been called. The Chair asked 
Mr Schmoeger that if this happens again it needs to be reported to Maidstone Borough 
Council Enforcement. 
 
Mr Turner a resident wished to thank the Parish Council for the Newsletter which was 
very informative. 

 
1. Apologies for absence 

Cllr Graham Farrow. Cllr Helen Farrow, Cllr Kenny Cox. Received and noted 
 

 2. Disclosure of interest or Lobbying  
Cllr Ash had also been lobbied regarding the Lord Bearsted Painting and also declared 
an interest as governor at Madginford School. 
Cllr Ryan declared an interest in item 7 as he is a payee on the cheque list.   
It is the responsibility of the councillor to notify the Clerk of any changes to their 
register of interest 
 

3. Minutes of the previous full Council meeting  
RESOLVED:  To accept the minutes of the previous meeting held on the 8 March 2016 as 
a true and correct record. The minutes were duly signed by the Chair. 
 



 
 

4. Reports 
4.1 Report from the PCSO and Police Issues. 
PCSO Timon Gurr was not in attendance but the following report had been received. 
07/03/2016 – 10/04/2016 
2 Crimes reported  
Theft from Person - The Street      x1 
Criminal Damage – The Street      x1 
      
Anti-social Behaviour 
2 x calls regarding noise late in the evening – patrols attended and gave words of advice 
– noise stopped  
Other Information 
1 x call of males possibly trying to gain entry to allotments adjoining the Church Lane 
car park.  Patrols attended however no one at scene on arrival and no trace from an area 
search.   
 

 4.2 Report from the Community Warden 
Community Warden Sally Williams was not in attendance but had submitted a small 
report, it was also noted that Sally had been extremely visible around the Parish. 
 

5. Reports from Borough and County Councillors 
 

Reports to be uploaded separately in future to the website.  Parish Council to work with 
Borough Councillors on shared document (? Google drive).  ACTION CLLR REDMAN 
 
It was noted that this is the last report from Cllr Ash as Borough Councillor.  Cllr Ash was 
thanked by the Chair and by Cllr Springett for his hard work within the parish 
representing the residents in the best way he could.  
 
Borough Councillors Report – Cllr Val Springett 

The final consultation on the draft local plan has now closed, and comments made, 

together with any recommended changes will be brought to the Strategic Planning, 

Sustainability and Transport Committee on 18th April. As I expected, very few changes 

are being recommended to the draft local plan, but following that meeting, the draft plan 

will be submitted for inspection to the planning inspector at the end of May and once 

passed the inspection stage, it will be adopted. We will have a five-year land supply once 

the plan is submitted, which should at long last bring back control to the council over 

housing development. The Inspector could approve the plan as it stands, recommend 

changes, such as reducing or increasing the housing target or could reject the plan 

completely, which would be disastrous. I would obviously like to see Woodcut Farm 

removed from the Economic Development land allocation on the basis of the harm it 

would cause to the countryside and the adjacent AONB, so I have my fingers crossed on 

this one! 

 

Turning to more immediate and more local issues, I had numerous people contact me to 

report the hedge clearance and tree felling being done behind 164 Ashford Rd. After 

three attempts I managed to get the Borough Council's landscape officer to visit and a 

tree protection order has been raised for the immediate area which should protect 



further trees from being felled. As regards the continuous bonfires burning to clear the 

logs, I checked with the Environmental Health team, who also visited the site. Most of 

the burning has now been completed, but for those interested, the Environment Agency 

encourage farmers to burn timber and hedges on site rather than move them elsewhere, 

as this can encourage diseases to spread.  

I also received reports of land clearance near the golf club which was causing concern, 

Although the land is actually in Thurnham Ward, I did report it to the Landscape Officer, 

who has now visited and I await feedback as to whether there are any trees worthy of 

protection. It is hoped that the future use of this site will be for agricultural purposes.  

The approaching Borough Council election will see a new Councillor to represent 

Bearsted, to replace Richard Ash, who is sadly not standing for re-election. There are six 

candidates standing for this forthcoming vacancy. 

The Chair Cllr Fiona Redman asked Cllr Springett if the Parish Council could do anything 
further to comment on the Local Plan, Cllr Springett stated that nothing further could be 
done now. 
 
Borough Councillors report – Cllr Mike Cuming 
 
Yeoman Lane will be closed for up to 5 days from 27th April, for electrical work. 
Plantation Lane will also be closed for about a week from 3rd May for gas and electric 
supply work. 
Hog Hill is to be closed for "micro-surfacing" for a couple of days, date to be advised 
later. 
The Democracy Committee has been looking at Mayoralty Selection procedures and 
funding. 
The Joint Transportation Board recommended investigation into introduction of 20mph 
speed limits in residential areas. 
I appeared on a KMTV programme  ("Paul on Politics") dealing with Operation Stack, in 
which I highlighted the traffic congestion problems to the East of Maidstone, due to the 
repeated closures of the M20. 
 

Borough Councillors report – Cllr Richard Ash 
 The Ashford Road Post Office will close on Wednesday 11th May and re-open on Friday 
27th May after refurbishment. This will involve a low level serving counter and a 
hearing loop. There will be three serving positions which will be a mixture of one 
screened and two open plan counters. As the post office is to be designated a main style 
PO it will be open 6 days a week from 9am to 5-30 pm. At present it closes on Saturday 
at 12-30. Posters will be displayed in the branch so customers are aware of the change 
as well as alternatives to use. MBC has recently completed a customer satisfaction 
survey.  
 
6.Draft Minutes of Recent Committee Meetings 
For the parish council to receive the minutes.  Members are allowed to ask questions of 
the Committee Chairman but may not initiate a discussion. 

 6.1. Planning Committee 31 March 2016 
Cllr Bennett gave a brief informative narrative of the last planning meeting and which 
applications the committee had objected to. Cllr Young reported on the Neighbourhood 
Plan and had received a positive response and residents had come forward and he will 
arrange a meeting and define appropriate timescales to move forward 
ACTION CLLR YOUNG 

6.2 Finance and General Policy meeting of the 6 April 2016 



Cllr Camp reported on the last meeting and that he was dealing with the Clerk’s pension 
arrangements and that it is a legal requirement for the Parish Council to provide a 
pension. He also spoke on the process the Parish Council use when obtaining Quotes and 
Tenders.  He would like to broaden the Parish Council’s supplier list and use best value 
when outsourcing work. 
Cllr Camp then put forward a recommendation to the councillors and RESOLVE to adopt 
the following policies. 

 Complaints Policy 
Proposed by Cllr Bennett, seconded by Cllr R Camp. RESOLVED by all 
members present to adopt the policy. 

 Model Publication Scheme  
Proposed by Cllr R Camp, seconded by Cllr Ryan and RESOLVED by all 
members present to adopt the policy. 

The Clerk had obtained a quote from BT for a new 2-year contract for the Broadband, 
Landline and Mobile, The Clerk had procured a saving by signing up for 2 years. It was 
proposed by Cllr R Camp, seconded by Cllr Goodwin and RESOLVED by all members 
present. 
Cllr Camp informed members that £400 had been transferred from the Farmers market 
budget to the Environment budget to cover repairs to the Green. Cllr Young will issue 
and revised policy schedule to all members. 

 
 

6.3. Communications & Community committee meeting of the 20 March 2016 
Fireworks 
The Clerk had received a quote from Phoenix Fireworks and another quote had also 
been obtained in order to follow Financial Regulations but it was felt that the procedure 
for procuring fireworks is currently flawed in terms of requesting quotes for £x, as well 
as the fact that most firework companies will now be booked for 4th Nov.  Therefore the 
Parish Council will seek quotes earlier for next year’s display. It was proposed by Cllr 
Conner, seconded by Cllr F Hughes and RESOLVED by all members to accept the quote 
from Phoenix Fireworks. 
Picnic on the Green 
Cllr Conner informed members that a Budget was needed for this event and proposed a 
Budget of £1000.00.  Current quotes are at £800 and this will allow for a contingency of 
£200. It was proposed by Cllr Conner, seconded by Cllr Young and RESOLVED by all 
members present to set a Budget of £1000.00. 
Dog Show 
Thanks to Mrs Dunford for liaising with MBC -  posters have been received and will be 
placed around the Parish. 
Play scheme 
The Clerk has had a positive start to the play scheme and received quite a number of 
applications.  This will hopefully benefit from early advertising on social media and 
posters. 
Christmas Fair 
This will take place on Saturday the 26th November 2016 
Newsletter 
Cllr Ryan was thanked for all his hard work on the Spring Newsletter.  In turn he 
thanked Mrs Dunford and Peter Powell.  

  
6.4 Environment meeting – meeting of 21 March 2016 
Cllr Bennett reported on the last meeting and to agree recommendations from the 
committee. To accept the quote of £800, it was noted that even though this quote was 
not the cheapest it was felt that the cheapest quote could run into more days and end up 



costing the Parish Council more money. It was proposed by Cllr Bennett, seconded by 
Cllr J Hughes and RESOLVED by all members present to accept the quote for £800. 
Church Landway Lighting 
Cllr F Hughes gave the members an update on this and that it was still ongoing. Cllr 
Hughes had met with an ecologist who had prepared a short report which would be 
available to the Parish Council at a cost of £90.00. It was proposed by Cllr Hughes, 
seconded by Cllr Bennett that they get the report from the Ecologist to send to 
Maidstone Borough Council and to also give delegated powers to Cllr F Hughes to spend 
up to £499.00 for a full Bat Report if the short report is not sufficient. RESOLVED by all 
members present. 
 
 
Beautification of Bearsted 
Cllr Bennett reported on this and that he had purchased a planter.   This was an ongoing 
project for Bearsted and to work with Malcolm Withnall on this and is looking for an 
endorsement from the Parish Council to move this project forward. 
Ragstone Road trees 
Cllr S Camp gave a brief update on this. It was proposed by Cllr Conner, seconded by Cllr 
R Camp and RESOLVED by a VOTE 10 FOR 2 ABSTENTIONS that the Parish Council 
could no longer continue with this and they had done everything possible.  It was hoped 
that the recent discussions meant that the residents could now liaise and work together 
to achieve their goals.  
 

7. Finance 
7.1. To authorise list of payments made from 9 March 2016 to 12 April 2016 - for 
approval and signing, including list of individual payments exceeding £500.00. All 
members agreed the payments including previous cheque presented at full council 
meeting.  Proposed by Cllr R Camp and seconded by Cllr Ash. RESOLVED VOTE FOR 9 
 3 ABSTENTIONS, it was also noted that the cheque for Tantons  (over £500) was higher 
than the £360.00 which was agreed at the Environment committee, i.e. £120 each for 3 
sycamore trees. No further quotes had been sought and it appears that Tantons had 
surveyed all trees rather than 3 trees which led to the amount being over £500 
7.2 To note Account balances. RESOLVED: All members noted the account balances 
 

8. Chairman’s Report 
Cllr Redman will be preparing a time line around production of minutes, uploading, etc. 
 

9. Vice Chairman’s/Deputy Vice-Chairman’s report 
 Cllr Conner will circulate the strategy document prior to the APM 
 
10. Reports from councillors  

None other than already discussed 
 

11. Matters for discussion 
 Lord Bearsted Painting 

Mr Scott who had attended the last meeting asked if the Parish Council would be 
prepared to make a donation towards the restoration of the painting. It was proposed by 
Cllr Ash, seconded by Cllr Marshall to make a donation of £350.00. An amendment was 
made by Cllr F Hughes that no donation is given, seconded by Cllr Young. VOTE 7 
AGAINST 4 FOR 1 ABSTENTION 
Substantive Motion 7 AGAINST FOR 4 1 ABSTENTION. RESOLVED no donation. 

 APM 
The Clerk updated all members on this, invitations had been sent to many local 
organisations, Cllr Conner is preparing a strategy document. The meeting will be on an 



informal basis with refreshments and snacks and the council hopes that many residents 
will attend. . The clerk is expecting finalised reports by 18th April.  
Church Landway Lights 
Already covered earlier 
Christmas Fair 
Previously discussed 
Councillors allowance 
The Clerk covered this point by informing members the process for this and what details 
are required. 

12. Correspondence 
Two letters have been received and were being answered.  A total of 2 letters against the 
precept increase were noted. 
 

13.  Future agenda items – May Full council meeting 
 Annual Meeting 
 General Power of Competence 
 Neighbourhood plan 

 
14. Resolution: 
 Footpath side of 1 Smarts Cottages, Bearsted 

To resolve to go into closed session and to exclude the press and public during 
items 14 (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 in accordance with standing order 
10 (xi). 
Covered in Closed session 
 

15.  Date of next meeting 
The next meeting of the Full Council will be at KGV Memorial Hall on the 10th May 2016 
at 7.30pm 
 
There being no further business this part of the meeting closed at 10pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


