
 BEARSTED PARISH COUNCIL 

 Minutes of a meeting of Bearsted Parish Council held at  
Madginford Hall, Egremont Road, Bearsted on Tuesday 14 June 2016 at 7.30pm 

 
 
Present:  
Cllr Richard Ash  
Cllr Richard Camp (vice-chairman) 
Cllr Dan Conner 
Cllr Fabienne Hughes 
Cllr Jon Hughes 
Cllr Tony Ryan 
Cllr Paul Young 
 
Also in attendance was the Clerk Mrs Michelle Rumble, Borough Councillor Mike Revell and 4 
members of the public 
 
The meeting was chaired by Cllr Richard Camp 
The meeting was being recorded by Cllr Ryan 
 
REPORTS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC  
 

 
1. Apologies for absence 

Cllr Graham Farrow. Cllr Helen Farrow, Cllr Fiona Redman, Cllr Geoff Bennett, Cllr S 
Camp, Cllr Pat Marshall, Cllr Helena Goodwin 
 

 2. Disclosure of interest or Lobbying  
None 
 

3. Co-option of Councillor 
Mr Mark Wallace was in attendance and was a potential new Councillor, as there were 
no other applicants the Parish Council proceeded to fill the vacancy by co-option, it was 
proposed by Cllr Ash and seconded by Cllr Young. RESOLVED by all members present to 
co-opt Mr Wallace onto the Council. Mr Wallace then signed the relevant documentation 
and joined the councillors. 
 

4. Minutes of the previous full Council meeting  
RESOLVED:  To accept the minutes of the previous meeting held on the 12 May 2016 as 
a true and correct record. The minutes were duly signed by the vice -chairman 
 

5. Reports 
5.1 Report from the PCSO and Police Issues. 
PCSO Ed Money was not in attendance but the following report had been received. 
10/05/2016 – 10/06/2016 
Criminal Damage – Ashford Road 
Criminal Damage – Ashford Road  
Theft from Vehicle – Yeoman Way 
Theft from Vehicle – Mynn Crescent 
Criminal Damage – Madginford Road  
Criminal Damage – Cross Keys 



Theft – Ashford Road 
  

In the same period the previous year there were 11 reported crimes. The Clerk was 
asked if more detail for each crime could be obtained. Cllr F Hughes also asked the Clerk 
to speak to the PCSO as the CCTV Camera which had been located in the Church Lane Car 
Park had been removed after only being there for a month and asked when the Parish 
Council could borrow the camera again, 
 

 5.2 Report from the Community Warden 
Community Warden Sally Williams was in attendance and had submitted a report prior 
to the meeting, Community Warden Sally stated that there had been 4 incidents of 
Rogue Traders in the area. There had also been reports of overgrown vegetation. Sally is 
now holding a drop in surgery on a Thursday afternoon from 2.30pm – 3.30pm and is 
held at Bearsted Library on the Green. 
 

6. Reports from Borough and County Councillors 
    Borough Councillors Report – Cllr Val Springett 

Following the recent elections, Maidstone Borough Council remains as no overall 

political control. Cllr Fran Wilson has been elected as Leader of the Council for this 

municipal year. Councillor Mike Revell has been elected as a replacement for Cllr 

Richard Ash and I congratulate him on his success. 

The Local plan has now been submitted to the Planning Inspectorate for examination, 

which is expected to take place I n September, and we now finally have the elusive 

five-year land supply, which means the Council should have better control over housing 

development in the Borough. 

Committee membership has now been decided and I am remaining on Strategic 

Planning, Sustainability and Transport, and Licensing and am also now a member of the 

Joint Transportation Board, which is a joint committee with Kent County Council. I 

suspect Highways matters will be interesting over the coming months as the Local Plan 

progresses, as KCC objected to the housing numbers in the Local Plan on the basis of 

highways constraints, and I think we are all aware of the congestion that affects various 

parts of the Borough at the moment, without the additional housing having been built 

yet. Work to improve traffic flow in the one-way system over the bridges in the centre of 

Maidstone should just have commenced. I am sure that there will be delays during the 

works but I am confident that the results will be worth the disruption. 

The recent planning applications for changes to the wall at Barty House Nursing Home, 

and housing at Barty Farm went before the Planning Committee on 28th April. After 

much discussion by the committee, the application to demolish and rebuild the wall at 

Barty house was refused, but the housing application at Barty Farm was approved.  

There is also currently a retrospective planning application for the summerhouse 

erected last year in the grounds of Barty House Nursing Home without Listed Building 

Consent, plus another retrospective application for Hillbeck House, also in Roundwell, 

which relates to extra building works carried out that were not part of the previous 

permission that was granted. I will be liaising with the planning officer who is dealing 



with this application, as I have had complaints about drainage issues that have been 

occurring since the recent building works were completed.  

I am intending to ask for the Strategic Planning committee to undertake a review of how 

building works are checked for conformity with the planning permission that was 

granted, in conjunction with a review on what enforcement action if any, has been taken 

over non- compliance in recent years.  

 
Borough Councillors report – Cllr Mike Cuming 
Nothing to report this month 
 
Borough Councillors report – Cllr Mike Revell 
Borough Councillor Mike Revell was in attendance and introduced himself as the 
recently elected Borough Councillor for Bearsted and was working with Bearsted and is 
available for any queries the public may have. 
 
County Councillor Paul Carter  
Cllr Carter was not in attendance but had  sent through an Annual Report for the year 
2015/16 which was extremely informative. 
 
 

7 Draft Minutes of Recent Committee Meetings 
For the parish council to receive the minutes.  Members are allowed to ask questions of 
the Committee Chairman but may not initiate a discussion. 

 7.1. Planning Committee 26 May 2016 
Cllr Ash reported on the last planning meeting and spoke on the applications which had 
been discussed at that meeting. 
7.2 Finance and General Policy No meeting had taken place but there was a 
recommendation to adopt the following policies 

 Procurement Policy 
 Lone Worker Policy 

As members had only received the policies earlier today, it was 
RESOLVED by all members that they would not be adopted at tonight’s 
meeting but carried over to the next Full Council meeting, two further 
policies Grants & Donations and the Village Green Policy will also go to 
the next Full Council meeting to be adopted. 
 

7.3. Communications & Community committee meeting of the 18 May 2016 
Play scheme 
The Clerk had managed to obtain a Grant of £1000 from Cllr Carter for the summer play 
scheme, the Clerk had also applied for a Grant from the Community Chest Fund. It was 
also noted that the attendance for the play scheme is looking extremely positive. 
Picnic on the Green 
Cllr Conner thanked Barbara Dunford for all her hard work towards making this event 
successful regardless of the weather. The prizes for the Throne competition will be 
presented at Roseacre Junior School tomorrow at 2.45pm 
Dog Show 
This was an extremely successful event and the money raised from the event has gone to 
Battersea Dogs Home 

 Event for the Older Generation 
Cllr Ryan had received two quotes for this event and the recommendation from the 
Communications & Community committee was to accept the quote of £1550.00 from the 



Players Theatre, this was proposed by Cllr Conner and seconded by Cllr Young. 
RESOLVED by all members present. 
Social Media Training 
Cllr Conner thanked Barbara Dunford for looking into this, any councillors interested in 
this training should please contact Cllr Conner. 
Press Policy 
This will be ready for adoption at the next Full Council meeting 
Community Engagement Policy 
This will be ready for adoption at the next Full Council meeting 
7.4 Environment meeting – meeting of 21 March 2016 
Cllr J Hughes updated members with what the Environment committee has been 
discussing. There was a recommendation from the Environment committee to accept a 
quote for replacing the fencing at the Street Allotments. Two quotes had been received 
but the one accepted was a local company and was for £1000.00, proposed by Cllr F 
Hughes, seconded by Cllr Ash. RESOLVED by all members present to accept the quote. 
Bearsted in Bloom 
This is ongoing and will be discussed at the next Environment meeting 
Church Landway Lighting 
Cllr F Hughes gave the members an update on this and that it was still ongoing. It was 
hoped that a decision would be made on the 13th June but due to sickness a decision has 
not yet been received. Cllr Mike Revell asked for a timeline on the Church Landway 
Lighting and he would then speak with Maidstone Borough Council and the other two 
Borough Councillors. 
 
 

8. Annual Return for the Year Ended 31 March 2016 
8.1 Section 1. RFO to sign the Annual Governance Statement.  
8.2 Section 1. The Parish Council to approve the Chairman signing the Annual 
Governance Statement, it being the recommendation of the RFO  
8.3 Section 2. Accounting Statement. Chairman to sign the statement. 
It was proposed by Cllr R Camp, seconded by Cllr Ryan and RESOLVED by all members 
present that the RFO sign and the Chairman sign the relevant sections and the minute 
reference inserted into the Annual Return. 
 

9. Finance 
9.1 Payments made outside meeting 
Noted 
9.2 To authorise list of payments made from 13 May - 14 June 2016 - for approval and 
signing, including list of individual payments exceeding £500.00. All members agreed 
the payments  presented at full council meeting.  Proposed by Cllr R Camp and seconded 
by Cllr Ryan RESOLVED VOTE FOR 9 and 2 ABSTENTIONS, it was also noted that the 
Cllr J Hughes would like to see more information on the Clerks expenses. 
9.3 To note Account balances. RESOLVED: All members noted the account balances 
 

10. Chairman’s Report 
Cllr Redman was not in attendance. 
 

11. Vice Chairman’s/Deputy Vice-Chairman’s report 
 Cllr R Camp thanked Barbara Dunford for all her hard work on organising the events. 
 
12. Reports from councillors  

Cllr Ash stated that the next meeting of KALC will be on the 27th June at the Town Hall. 
 

13. Matters for discussion 



 Bowls Club Constitution 
The Parish Council are happy with the change to the constitution and this was proposed 
by Cllr J Hughes, seconded by Cllr Ryan and RESOLVED by all members present. The 
Clerk will inform the Bowls Club. 

 Neighbourhood Plan 
Cllr Young updated members where he is with this, he is hoping to arrange a meeting 
with the North Loose Residents Association as they have completed their 
Neighbourhood plan and that Cllr Young would also produce a project plan with 
timescales for implementation by July Full Council. 
General Power Competence 
The Parish Council adopted this last year,  In order to adopt the General Power of 
Competence a Council which is a requirement of the Localism Act and must vote 
annually must also have 2/3 thirds of all its councillors elected and they must also have 
a Qualified Clerk, both of which the Parish Council has. It was proposed by Cllr Young, 
seconded by Cllr Conner and RESOLVED by all members present that the Parish Council 
continue with the General Power Competence. 
Already covered earlier 
Strategic Plan and Aims & Objectives 
Cllr Conner is still in discussion with Cllr Redman on this and it will brought to the July 
Full Council meeting. 
 

14. Correspondence 
Cllr Ash is attending the Flag Raising Ceremony on behalf of the Parish Council 
 

15.  Future agenda items   
 Neighbourhood plan 

 
16. Resolution: 
 Footpath side of 1 Smarts Cottages, Bearsted 

To resolve to go into closed session and to exclude the press and public during items 16 
(Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 in accordance with standing order 10 (xi). 
Covered in Closed session 
 

17.  Date of next meeting 
The next meeting of the Full Council will be at KGV Memorial Hall on the 12 July 2016at 
7.30pm 
 
There being no further business this part of the meeting closed at 9.30pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


