
 BEARSTED PARISH COUNCIL 

 Minutes of a meeting of Bearsted Parish Council held at  
Madginford Hall, Egremont Road, Bearsted on Tuesday 11 October 2016 at 

7.30pm 
 

 
Present:  
Cllr Richard Ash  
Cllr Geoff Bennett 
Cllr Richard Camp 
Cllr Dan Conner 
Cllr Fabienne Hughes 
Cllr Pat Marshall MBE 
Cllr Fiona Redman (Chairman) 
Cllr Tony Ryan 
Cllr Paul Young 
 
Also in attendance was the Clerk Mrs Michelle Rumble, 4 members of the public 
 
The meeting was chaired by Cllr Fiona Redman 
The meeting was being recorded by the Clerk 
 
REPORTS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC  
 

 
1. Apologies for absence 

Cllr Graham Farrow. Cllr Jon Hughes,  Cllr Suzanne Camp, Cllr Helena Goodwin 
 
Cllr Helen Farrow – resigned 
Cllr Mark Wallace – resigned 
 
Cllr Paul Young would like to thank Helen Farrow for all her hard work whilst serving as 
a Parish Councillor 
 

 2. Disclosure of interest or Lobbying  
Cllr Pat Marshall – Bearsted & Thurnham Fayre 
Cllr Dan Conner – Bearsted Events 
 

3. Minutes of the previous full Council meeting  
RESOLVED:  To accept the minutes of the previous meeting held on the 13 September 
2016 as a true and correct record.  The minutes of the August meeting still need to be 
signed.  ACTION CLERK  
 
Matters arising from last minutes 
Bearsted Events – Hire of the Elizabeth Harvie Field, Cllr Redman will be seeking advice 
on this from the KCC Legal Advisor 
Neighbourhood Plan – Agenda item 
NALC Gold Standard aware – Agenda item 
 

4. Reports 
4.1 Report from the PCSO and Police Issues. 



PCSO Ed Money was not in attendance but the following report had been received. 
 covering the period 11/09/16 – 09/10/16 
 

Burglary – Button Lane 
Garage burglary – Button Lane 
Garage burglary – Tylers Croft 
Garage burglary – Tylers Croft 
Theft from a vehicle – Ware Street 
Theft from a vehicle – Ware Street 
Theft from a vehicle – Roseacre Lane 
Theft – Ashford Road 
 

  

 4.2 Report from the Community Warden 
Community Warden Sally Williams was in attendance and a report had been received 

prior to the meeting. 

o Sally reported thefts of expensive bikes from various addresses in Button 
Lane area of Bearsted  

o Spotted someone with a net attempting to poach from the pond on the 
green. 

 

o a problem with a Public Right of Way @ Windmill Heights where a gate to 
stop motorbikes etc. has been removed and never replaced – ongoing 
with KCC 

 

o Received complaints of people trying to sell items on resident’s doorsteps 
around Church Lane area of Bearsted – mostly aimed at the elderly – will 
keep up the visible presence at different times of the day and evenings. 

 

  
 

5. Reports from Borough and County Councillors 
Borough Councillors Report – Cllr Val Springett  

Cllr Springett was not in attendance but had sent through a report which covered various 
issues. 
The Local Plan examination has started with some interesting discussions. The MP Helen 
Whately has spoken and raised various concerns. 
The recent parking of vehicles along Ware Street was causing concern amongst residents 
and a meeting had been arranged for Wednesday 12th at 2pm with KCC. 
 

Borough Councillors report – Cllr Mike Cuming 
 

Cllr Cuming was present at the meeting and also reported on the ongoing parking issues 
in Ware Street and was liaising with Cllr Springett on this matter. 
He will also be attending a meeting with the BWT and MBC regarding the issue of loose 
dogs on the BWT Land. Devolution is also being investigated with the idea of 
amalgamating services even more with adjacent areas. 
 

 
 



Borough Councillors report – Cllr Mike Revell 
Cllr Revell was not in attendance but had reported that he was still looking into the 
noise levels at the Ramblin Man this year. 

 

County Councillor Paul Carter  
Cllr Carter was not in attendance and no report had been received.  
No report received 
 
 

6. Draft Minutes of Recent Committee Meetings 
For the parish council to receive the minutes.  Members are allowed to ask questions of 
the Committee Chairman but may not initiate a discussion. 
 

 6.1. Planning Committee 29 September 2016 
Cllr Ash reported on the last planning meeting and the planning applications which had 
been discussed. The most controversial application was St Faiths Bungalow with 
objections from local residents. The Planning committee also objected to this 
application.  Cllr Ash commented that there was no representation from the Parish 
Council at the Local Plan consultation, Cllr Ash stated his personal view that as Cllr 
Young had submitted the Local Plan response it should be for him to represent the 
Council. Cllr Young stated that he is not on the Planning committee and therefore not 
involved in this. Cllr Redman had asked the Planning committee to put this on their 
agenda and escalate to the Council what action should be taken.  Cllr Redman asked the 
Planning Committee once again to review this, as a committee and to submit a 
committee decision.   . Cllr Ash said it was too late now anyway. ACTION PLANNING 
COMMITTEE 
 
Cllr Camp then stated that it had been reported to him that there had been a problem 
with the venue for the last planning meeting where conflicting venues had been 
advertised.  This issue was not resolved and there was heated discussion.  However the 
clerk and Cllr F Hughes stated that Cllr Ash had driven to KGV Hall to pick up any 
members of the public in an attempt to mitigate the situation.   The clerk asked that any 
issues such as this should be raised prior to a meeting. ACTION ALL 
 
Cllr F Hughes then stated that she wished to remove herself from the Planning 
committee with effect straightaway. The Clerk will ACTION this. 
 
During this discussion the Chair Cllr Redman had to intervene to bring the meeting back 
under control. 
 
6.2. Environment 26 September 2016 
Cllr Bennett reported that the Clerk had received an email from a resident who lived at 5 
Smarts Cottages asking if he could have access to rear of his property for a removal lorry 
on Monday. Cllr Bennett stated that unfortunately the Parish Council did not have a key 
to these bollards asboth keys were with owner of 1 Smarts Cottages. Cllr Bennett 
proposed that the Parish Council allow Mr Garran access for a removal lorry, seconded 
by Cllr Conner. RESOLVED by all members present. The Clerk was asked to write to the 
owner of 1 Smarts Cottages asking if the Parish Council could have a key to the bollards.  
ACTION CLERK 
Cllr F Hughes suggested that the Clerk should have sought legal advice on this, but this 
was refuted by the Clerk who indicated that at no point had the Environment committee 
asked her to do so. 



Cllr F Hughes also queried quotes for the replacement of the bollards in this area.. The 
Clerk stated that she had carried out this ACTION and was awaiting a response on this 
from members on the Environment committee.  ACTION CLLR BENNETT TO RESOLVE 
AT NEXT ENVIRONMENT MEETING 
 
Cllr Bennett then spoke about the planting of the daffodil bulbs, Cllr F Hughes stated that 
she had attended a plant auction and whilst there had purchased some daffodil bulbs 
with her own money, at a cost of £7.00+VAT+Commision per bag, £9.24 per bags of 
100’s (5in total). Cllr F Hughes said that she did not buy them specifically for the Parish 
Council but personally felt it was a good price and knew that the Parish Council wished 
to plant daffodil bulbs, The Clerk stated that no councillor has the authority to purchase 
items for the Parish Council without authority but the rest of the council understood 
that  Cllr F Hughes bought them on the understanding that the parish council may not 
agree to purchase the bulbs.  The clerk was concerned that this fell outside the financial 
instructions.  The Chair Cllr Redman asked for no more discussion on this topic and the 
purchase of the bulbs was not approved by the Parish Council.  
.  
 
Cllr F Hughes then went onto say that the bench along the Church Landway is broken 
and that she has spoken with three contractors for quotes.  This will be taken through 
the clerk and the Environment Committee.  ACTION CLLR F HUGHES/ CLERK 
 
6.3. Communications & Community 21 September 2016 
Cllr Conner handed over to Cllr Young who updated all members on the Fireworks.  it 
was RESOLVED by all members that external resource is put in place for the admin side 
of the Fireworksat a cost of £15.00 per hour with a limit set at £225.00. To date 5 hours 
have been worked.  This was proposed by Cllr Young, seconded by Cllr Conner and 
RESOLVED by all members present. Cllr Redman confirmed that all Financial aspects 
would be overseen by the Clerk. 
Mrs Barbara Dunford was asked to give an update on ticket sales and stated that  there 
had been ticket sales of £2000. This year there were no paper tickets being sold as it was 
felt ticket sales are much easier to keep track of tomonitor sales and provide proof of 
purchase. 
 
Event for older generation 
There have been approximately 47 responses to this at the moment, the hall can hold 
120 people.  Cllr Ryan continues to progress.  
Christmas Fair 
Mrs Barbara Dunford stated that 120 stall applications have been submitted, a meeting 
to discuss this event will be taking place next week. Mrs Dunford said that the Parish 
Council might need to submit a separate Event Notification for this. The Budget for the 
event is £1500 but this might need to be increased.  Money from other events could be 
transferred to this event from the C and C committee budget.    
Circus 
Cllr Conner stated that the Circus has asked to attend again in April 2017 
Elizabeth Harvie Field Bearsted Events had asked to hire the EH Field for an event. 
There is a covenant on the EH Field regarding the sale of alcohol and this is being 
actioned by Cllr Redman who is liaising with the KCC Legal team on this matter.  ACTION 
CLLR REDMAN 
 
 
Farmers market 



This had been discussed at the KALC meeting and this was taken to the Parish Liaison 
Group which met on the 3rd October and is now with Maidstone Borough Council being 
discussed. There is not further update at the moment on this.   
 
6.2 Finance and General Policy 5th October 2016 – Cllr Camp was in attendance and 
the minutes had been forwarded prior to the meeting.  
Cllr Camp confirmed that the printer had been installed 
The online banking application form had been completed and all the questions which 
had been raised by the committee members had been answered and Cllr Camp proposed 
that they proceed with this, seconded by Cllr Conner, RESOLVED by all members 
present. The application form was then signed by Cllr Redman and Cllr F Hughes in the 
presence of all members.  The clerk will ensure this is completed.  ACTION CLERK 
Cllr Redman had received the HR Package through and this will be signed by Cllr 
Redman and returned to KCC.  ACTION Cllr Redman 
The Committee have been looking at alternative finance software packages as the 
existing package is not able to produce the reports required by the Parish Council. The 
Clerk has sought out one quote at the moment which does seem quite expensive when it 
is only a change of report they are looking for; it was felt that possibly other packages 
could be looked into.  ACTION CLERK 
The Annual Audit had now been completed, it was proposed by Cllr Camp and seconded 
by Cllr Ryan and RESOLVED by all members present that the 2015/16 Audit has now 
been completed. 
Policies 
Village Green Policy BPC POL03 it was proposed by Cllr Camp, seconded by Cllr Bennett 
and RESOLVED by a vote 6 FOR 3 ABSTENTION that this policy is adopted.  
Capability Policy BPC POL45 – Cllr Camp spoke on this and stated that this is a policy 
which should be in place at the Parish Council as part of employee policies and 
recommended that it be adopted, Cllr Camp proposed, Cllr Young seconded and it was 
RESOLVED by all members present. Both policies were signed at the meeting in the 
presence of all members. 
 

7. Finance 
7.1 Payments made outside meeting 
None 
7.2 To authorise list of payments made from 14 September – 11th October 2016 - for 
approval and signing, including list of individual payments exceeding £500.00. All 
members agreed the payments presented at full council meeting.  Proposed by Cllr 
Camp, and seconded by Cllr Young and RESOLVED by all members present.  
7.3 To note Account balances and receipts. RESOLVED: All members noted the account 
balances and receipts. 
Cllr F Hughes asked why the money which had been received from Cllr Carter had not 
appeared on the income received. The Clerk stated that this was on last month’s agenda. 
Cllr F Hughes also asked why she had not received her P60, the Clerk stated that all 
councillors would receive their P60 when the end of year is completed in April. 
 

8. Chairman’s Report 
Cllr Redman stated that all councillors must work towards improved working 
relationships. 
 

9. Vice Chairman’s/Deputy Vice-Chairman’s report 
 No report. 
 
10. Reports from councillors  



Cllr Marshall spoke about the last KALC meeting which had taken place and the various 
topics discussed.  This included the Parish Charter and the Parish Services Scheme and 
this is an ongoing item of discussion. Cllr Marshall said that the Local Plan had also been 
discussed and that KALC’ s coordinating team members  have been working really hard. 
Bearsted & Thurnham Society representatives spoke very well at the Local Plan and this 
will continue for several weeks and all parish council representatives are all gratefully 
received at the Local Plan consultation.  The council thanked the contribution from the 
parish representatives at the Local Plan consultation.  
 

11. Matters for discussion 
 Neighbourhood Plan 

Cllr Young was in attendance and spoke briefly on this and the timeline for the 
Neighbourhood plan is as follows 
Public meeting – 30th November Madginford Hall 7pm – 9.30pm 
Steering Group – Councillors and members of the public who expressed an interest in 
this to get together. 
Leaflets/page in Downsmail – Cllr Young will get prices for both of these and make a 
decision on which he would prefer to go with. 
 
Gold Standard NALC 
No update on this – the clerk will work with Cllr Conner on this in the next month.  
ACTION CLLR CONNER/ CLERK 
 
Farmers market 
This has already been discussed 
 
Mynn Awards 
Cllr Marshall said that 2 nominations have been received to date, the closing date for the 
receipt of nominations is the 13th November 2016 
 
Fireworks 
This has already been discussed 
 

12. Correspondence 
 Bearsted & Thurnham Fayre 

The presentation evening is the 21st October at Madginford Hall and all councillors are 
welcome to attend.  
Carols on the Green 2016 
The Clerk had received a request from the Bearsted Churches asking if they could hold 
their carols on the Green on the 14th December 2016.  This was resolved by all members.  
Dog bin removal programme 
The Clerk informed members that all the Maidstone Borough Council owned dog bins in 
Bearsted will be removed and replaced with comingle bins. The consultation will start 
on the 17th October and the Parish Council will have a chance to comment on this. 
KALC Annual Meeting 
The date for this year’s Annual Meeting is the 19th November at Ditton Community 
Centre. Cllr Ash and Cllr Marshall will represent the Parish Council.  Prior to the meeting 
Cllr Ash will inform the rest of the council of any pertinent agenda items.  ACTION CLLR 
ASH 
Mayoral Invitation 14th October 
Cllr Ash is attending this event on behalf of the Parish Council as it is on a week day 
when many councillors are at work.  Thanks go to Cllr Ash.  
  

13.  Future agenda items  



 Budget 
 Local Plan  
 Neighbourhood plan 
 NALC Gold Award 

Email addresses 
Christmas Market/Fair 
 
This part of the meeting closed at 9.45pm 
 

14. Resolution: 
 Smarts Cottages/ HR Matters 

To resolve to go into closed session and to exclude the press and public during items 14 
(Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 in accordance with standing order 10 (xi). 
Covered in Closed session 
 

15.  Date of next meeting 
The next meeting of the Full Council will be at KGV Memorial Hall commencing at 
7.30pm on the 8th November 2016 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


