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BEARSTED PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the meeting of the Environment Committee held at  
KGV Memorial Hall, Bearsted on  

Monday 25th September, 2017 at 7.30pm  
 

Present: Cllr Geoff Bennett  (Chair)  
  Cllr Jon Hughes (Vice Chair)  

Cllr Richard Ash   
  Cllr Suzanne Camp 
  Cllr Fabienne Hughes 
  Cllr Pat Marshall MBE 
    
Also in attendance was the clerk Sarah Lewis, and 6 members of the public. 
A declaration of the intention to audio record the meeting was received from a 
member of the public. 
 
REPORTS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
Members of the Church Lane Allotment Committee were present to discuss the recent 
fire at the allotments which resulted in the loss of 9 sheds.  The Clerk informed the 
meeting that the sheds were not covered on the Parish Council insurance, and that the 
report from the Fire Brigade concluded the fire to be caused by the placement of a hot 
item into one of the sheds.  The committee were informed that the issue is to be 
discussed as an Agenda item during the meeting at which time resolutions could be 
made.  The Allotment Committee members can access these minutes from the Parish 
Council Website for information and resolutions. 
At 7:50pm 5 members of the public left the meeting. 
The issue of canine waste removal from bins at various locations was highlighted by a 
member of the public.  The Committee will consider the comments received, however 
were able to inform the resident of the forward plan for the siting of additional bins, and 
the servicing of those belonging to BPC. 
 
1. Apologies and absence 

 There were no such apologies.  
 
2. Declaration of Interests, Dispensations, Predetermination or Lobbying 
 There were no such declarations. 
 
3. Minutes. 
 The minutes of 21st August, 2017 had been circulated prior to the meeting and 

were agreed as a true and correct record. 
 
4. Matters arising from the last minutes. 
 The Clerk had circulated the Action Points and updates prior to the meeting, and 

these were noted. 
 
5. Church Landway / Church car park 

a) Update on pricing queries from recent invitations to tender following 
liaison with Daniel McLeish of Evans Langford.  It was reported that 
Bearsted Woodland Trust are not in favour of a soakaway on their land.  
It was discussed therefore to utilise the drain on the other side of the 



Minute Reference: 99 
 

Church Landway.  The Committee were informed that Daniel McLeish 
will issue revised tenders to the interested parties. 

 
6. Highways and Footpaths 

a) Virgin Media trenching update.  The Committee were informed of the 
poor standard of work in the parish but were reassured to learn that KCC 
will enforce the contractor’s guarantee of the repairs for 2 years.  

b) Correspondence received: 
 Following a request, the Clerk met with Mr Graham Norton of 

The Bearsted and Thurnham Society with a view to setting up a 
small working group to litter pick and tidy an area along the A20 
Ashford Road.  Mr Norton will be asked to complete the relevant 
risk assessment before arrangements can be made. 

ACTION: CLERK 
 Correspondence has been received from a resident who suffered 

multiple bee stings when walking on a public footpath from 
Manor Rise to Church Lane.  The bees are kept by a resident who 
lives close to the path and will be approached to find a solution in 
preventing this situation occurring again. 

ACTION: CLERK 
 A survey issued by KCC Highways and Transportation has been 

received for completion by the Parish Council.  Cllr Ash is happy 
to take the lead on this with assistance from the Clerk. 

ACTION: CLLR RICHARD ASH 
c) Instruction for maintenance of footpaths:  Request was made for 

Warings to be instructed to strim the edges of Mallings Drive up to the 
bridge. 

ACTION: CLERK 
d) Weed control and annual maintenance:  Warings will be instructed to 

weed spray the public pathways on an agreed regular rota once the Clerk 
has had sight of the necessary certification held by the contractors. 

ACTION: CLERK 
e) Public Right of Way Consultation: A verbal report was received from Cllr 

Ash following completion of the survey and was noted. 
f) Canine waste bin and management update:  A report was given on the 

purchase and siting of further comingle bins, and the plans for the 
removal of the now redundant canine waste bins, together with the 
management and provision of the servicing of such bins. 

 
7. Bearsted Green 

a) Update on ecology survey for the pond on the Green:  This item is to be 
performed in the Spring. 

b) Update for further quotes to repair the timber edging replacement to the 
corner by Yeoman Lane:  The Clerk has obtained 2 quotes out of 4 
invitations.  Following a discussion, the Clerk will enquire with the 
contractors for a like for like detail and instruct accordingly. 

c) Update on installation enquiry with KCC for double kerb on the slip road 
to the west of The Green:  deferred to next meeting. 

ACTION: CLERK 
d) Correspondence:  The Clerk informed the Committee that following her 

request and subsequent correspondence with the Manager of The White 
Horse Inn, the unlawful practice of lighting fireworks on the Green 
during New Year Eve celebrations will desist in the future. 
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8. Open Spaces 

a) Church car park allotments BPC Shed maintenance update:  The final 
coat of preservative will be applied to the shed in the next week. 

b) Church car park allotments Fire Brigade report following recent fire:  
The report had been circulated prior to the meeting and was noted.  The 
Committee considered the replacement of the sheds that had been lost in 
the fire and following a unanimous vote, the Committee resolved NOT to 
replace the units.  A standard of size and style of sheds allowed will be 
produced for allotment holders who wish to purchase their own 
replacement sheds for which they will be liable for insurance provision.  
The Clerk will revisit the rules to ensure it is stated that unattended 
bonfires on the allotments are prohibited. 

ACTION: CLERK 
 The Committee were informed that the Church Lane Allotment 

Committee’s constitution gives them permission to access funding by 
means of grants. 

c) Update on ecology survey and tree surgery recommendation for Meadow 
Bank:  Following a discussion regarding a quotation received from 
Medway Valley Countryside Partnership and a unanimous vote in favour 
of accepting such, the Clerk will instruct Mark Pritchard accordingly. 

ACTION: CLERK 
d) Update for tree surgery works on bank, Ware Street:  The Committee 

were informed that the work has now taken place to remove the 
sycamore trees on the bank.  The Committee favour the installation of 
some railway sleepers at the bottom of the bank as a ‘false wall’ to 
prevent slippage.  The Clerk will seek quotations for such. 

ACTION: CLERK 
e) Hedge and fence maintenance at the Elizabeth Harvie field:  A discussion 

took place regarding the poor state of repair of the fencing and hedge at 
the field.  The Clerk will obtain quotations for split chestnut post and rail 
fencing with stock fencing and back planted hedgerow.  Enquiries will 
also be made for possible grant funding. 

ACTION: CLERK 
 

9. Matters for discussion 
a) Coal yard, Ware Street:  A discussion took place as to the possibilities of 

jointly acquiring the building for the use of the Community.  The Clerk 
will seek the possibilities of financial support for the Parish Council 
regarding such a purchase and report back to the committee. 

 ACTION: CLERK 
b) KCC Legal Advice service – annual renewal:  This item is deferred for 

further information. 
ACTION: CLERK 

c) Preferences for reporting in Downs Mail:  The Committee would like to 
highlight the final phase of the installation of the replacement posts on 
the Green; the removal of the sycamore trees and the renovation of the 
bank opposite the Station on Ware Street; request for nominations for 
the upcoming Mynn Awards (ongoing monthly). 

 
10. War Memorial maintenance 
 The Committee discussed a previous quotation from Gordon Newton of The 

Stone Shop in Maidstone for maintenance costs.  The costs were unanimously 
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agreed and the Clerk will check with Mr Newton that the quote still stands 
before instructing him to carry out the works accordingly. 

ACTION: CLERK 
11. Future Agenda Items 
 Bulb planting 
 Expenditure against budget (standing) 
 
12. Date of next meeting 
 Monday 23rd October, 2017 at the KGV Memorial Hall at 7.30pm.  

 
 
 
There being no further business to transact, the meeting ended at 9.43pm 
   
   
 
 
Signed………………………………………. Date………………………………………….. 


