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BEARSTED PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Environment Committee meeting of Bearsted Parish 
Council held at King George V Memorial Hall, Manor Rise, Bearsted 

on Tuesday 17th April, 2018 at 7:30pm  
 

Present: Cllr Geoff Bennett (Chair) 
  Cllr Richard Ash 
  Cllr Michael Bollom 
  Cllr Suzanne Camp 
  Cllr Fabienne Hughes 
  Cllr Jon Hughes 
  Cllr Pat Marshall MBE 
     
Also in attendance was the Clerk Sarah Lewis. 
 
REPORTS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
There were no such reports. 
 
1. Declarations of intention to record 
 There were no such declarations.  
 
2. Apologies and absence 

 Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Jonathan Askin. 
 
3. Declaration of Interests, Dispensations, Predetermination or Lobbying 
 There were no such declarations. 
  
4. Minutes of the last meeting: 
 The minutes of the Environment Committee meeting of Tuesday 6th February, 

2018 were agreed as a true record and duly signed. 
 
5. Matters arising from the last minutes and action points. 
 The Clerk updated the Committee about the War Memorial progress, quotations 

for works have been requested. 
 

6. Expenditure against Budget report. 
 Noted. 
  
7. Church Landway/Church Car Park 
 a) Correspondence:  A letter had been received from a resident regarding 

the costs involved in resurfacing the Church Landway and addressing the issue 
of pot holes and on the road speed signage in the village.  The Clerk will respond 
appropriately detailing the process of selecting contractors and accountability of 
spending public funds, and also highlight the limitations of the jurisdiction of the 
Parish Council with highways matters. 

ACTION: CLERK 
 b) Church Landway lighting update:  Cllr Hughes informed the Committee 

that canine urine is corroding the powder coating to the lights on the Church  
  



Minute Reference: 202 
 

Landway.  The clerk will investigate finding plastic collars to put on the lights to 
alleviate the problem. 

ACTION: CLERK 
 c) White gate renovation/replacement quotes.  One quote has been 

received for a replacement gate however the Clerk will approach carpenters for 
opinions on whether the current gate can be restored or whether a new bespoke 
gate can be made to be in keeping with the current. 

ACTION: CLERK 
 d) Lavender bushes at the church car park:  The committee were advised 

that following a car incident, 5 lavender bushes are in need of replacement to the 
side of the car park.  A resident who tends to the plants is happy to plant and 
maintain the area if the Council can supply the plants and compost.  This was 
agreed with a vote of 6 in favour and 1 against. 

ACTION: CLLR FABIENNE HUGHES 
 
8. Highways & Footpaths 
 a) Correspondence:  An email from a resident and another from the Clerk of 

Thurnham Parish Council had been received concerning the parking on Ware 
Street particularly at the section to the West of the golf course entrance.  A 
conversation took place regarding the speed of traffic in this vicinity and the 
benefits in on-street parking in serving as traffic calming along areas of Ware 
Street and The Green.  A suggestion was made to put resident parking bays along 
the stretch of road in question to allow for space for vehicles to pull in whilst 
giving way.  The Clerk will investigate the situation further. 

ACTION: CLERK 
 An email had been received from a resident regarding the location of the 

comingle bins in Sutton Street.  The Clerk informed the meeting that following 
written notice from Cllrs J Hughes and Bennett, a special motion to revisit the 
previous resolution on the placement of the comingle bin at Sutton Road could 
be discussed (Standing Order 7a) as there has been further correspondence on 
the matter.  Following authorisation from Bearsted Woodland Trust, the bin 
located at the junction of Ashford Road and Gore Cottage to inside of the gates of 
the Woodland Trust and continued to be serviced by MBC was agreed by a 
unanimous vote. 

 The bin which is currently placed at the junction of Roundwell and Sutton Street 
has attracted negative comments about its appearance in this location.  The 
committee unanimously agreed that the bin will be relocated to replace the 
concrete bin at the Cross Keys Estate steps, opposite the junction with Mallings 
Lane. 

ACTION: CLLR FABIENNE HUGHES 
 b) To identify footpaths requiring maintenance:  Mallings Drive and the WI 

hall footpaths were identified as needing some clearance, as was the pathway 
behind the Tesco Petrol Station which needs woodchip laying.  The bank at the 
railway station needs weeding.  Cllr Bennett will instigate this work with the 
Community Payback scheme. 

ACTION: CLLR BENNETT 
 c) Update of relocation of planters on the A20 Ashford Road.  This matter 

remains ongoing. 
 d) Works for handyman.  There were no issues. 
 e) Ware Street bank by the railway station; planting and maintenance 

update.  The Clerk informed the committee that works to the sleeper wall will be 
carried out imminently but had been delayed because of equipment issues.  Cllr 
Fabienne Hughes has managed to obtain 4 rhododendron plants at a very 
competitive price to be planted once the works are complete.  A vote to 
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reimburse councillor’s costs of £27.96 was agreed with a vote of 5 in favour and 
2 abstentions. 

 f) Structural testing of columns for Xmas lighting and associated quote:  A 
quote has been received from KCC for the structural testing of the lamp posts 
that are used to display the Christmas light motives.  The Clerk will take this up 
with KCC as the motifs used are neither large or heavy. 

 g) Extended pavement, dropped kerb and tactile paving plans for area 
outside the Estate Agent on the Ashford Road.  Correspondence has been 
received from a resident who has been conducting a clear-up campaign for the 
area of the A20 by the shops.  The plans will need directing to KCC Highways as 
we have no jurisdiction in such matters.  The matter of the bench outside 
Paydens has also been highlighted and the Clerk will investigate responsibility 
for the bench before instigating works. 

f) Essential maintenance for steps at Hillbrow:  The Committee discussed the need 
for white line edges to the steps at Hillbrow, and also Sandy Mount and Cross 
Keys.  Cllr Bollom will look into the cost of specialist paint to attend to the steps 
in question.  The issue of installing a hand rail at the Hillbrow steps and to the 
slope leading to the post box in Merton Road was also addressed and the Clerk 
will approach KCC in the first instance to make enquiries. 

 
9. Bearsted Green 
 a)   Correspondence:  A request had been received from a resident to place a 

memorial bench on the Green.  It had previously been agreed that the Green had 
reached its bench capacity and no further additional benches would be 
considered.  Replacement of dilapidated benches would be considered however 
there are none in need of replacement presently.  The Clerk will contact the 
resident and ask if there are any other areas that they would favour in the 
village. 

 A request for a car dealer to display cars at the Market on the Green was 
unanimously declined. 

 b)   Update for double kerb installation to the West of the Green:  This matter 
is ongoing. 

 c) Survey of the Green update:  This matter is ongoing. 
 d) Water cabinet security quotes.  Despite many invitations to quote, one 

quote only has been received from RS Surfacing for £460 plus VAT.  The quote 
was accepted by unanimous vote and the Clerk will instruct them to commence 
works. 

 e) Removal of existing bench and fitting of base for replacement update:  
The Committee were informed that the new bench is to be delivered the day 
following the meeting and the preparation for installation was not complete.  
The bench will therefore be redirected for storage with Andrew Harland for 
fitting at the earliest opportunity. 

 f) Tree works to the Red Oak tree by the cricket pavilion:  The Clerk 
informed the Committee that the planning application for essential maintenance 
to both this tree and the small Oak Tree close to the pond is in hand. 

 
10. Open Spaces 
 a) Correspondence:  A request from the Classic Cars on the Green event had 

been received to use the Elizabeth Harvie field for public parking for the event to 
be held on 29th July 2018.  This was agreed by a unanimous vote.  A further 
request for a donation towards the Air Ambulance had been received.  The Clerk 
will send the appropriate application forms to the event organiser. 

 b) Quote for seeding following fence works at the Elizabeth Harvie field: A 
quote had been received from Warings for £600 for the works plus £85 for skip 
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hire.  The committee agreed to recommend approval to full council by a 
unanimous vote. 

 c) Community Pay Back scheme update from Cllr Bennett:  The matter is 
ongoing. 

 d) Bell Lane/Meadow Bank quotes for pathway and fencing:  The matter is 
ongoing whilst quotes are being requested. 

 e) Update on bench repairs at Sharsted Way:  The matter is ongoing. 
 
11. Allotments 
 a) Update on recent working group meeting regarding amendments to 

allotment tenancy contracts:  The committee were informed of the new Tenancy 
Agreement for both allotment sites which had been circulated prior to the 
meeting.  The Clerk will send the new agreements to allotment holders together 
with the invoices for fees for the coming year. 

ACTION: CLERK 
 
12. Mission Statement and Action Plan 

The Committee considered initiatives to be included in the plan which Cllr 
Bollom will update accordingly.  The document was recommended to be ratified 
at Full Council by a unanimous vote. 
 

13. Bearsted in Bloom 
 The Committee considered the running of this competition again for this year 

and it was agreed by a unanimous vote to run the event in August to include 
categories of ‘Best kept garden’, ‘Best hanging basket’ and ‘Best commercial 
basket’.  Requests for sponsorship are in hand. 

 
14. Noticeboards and Street Furniture 
 General maintenance issues around the village were discussed and the 

noticeboards at the Holy Cross Church and cross Keys were identified as in need 
of attention.  Cllr Bollom will inspect and report back to the Committee.   

 The issue of letter writing to the noticeboard was raised and Cllrs Fabienne 
Hughes and Suzanne Camp will attend to the works. 

ACTION: CLLRS F HUGHES AND S CAMP 
 
15. Future Agenda Items 
 Charges for use of the Green 
 Review of allotment rental charges 
 Renovation/repair of steps at Sandy Mount 
 Renovation/repair of steps at Cross Keys 
 
16. Downs Mail 
 The Committee would like the next edition to feature information on Bearsted in 

Bloom. 
 
17. Details of next meeting. 
 The next meeting of the Environment Committee will be held on Tuesday 22nd 

May 2018 at the King George V Memorial Hall, Bearsted at 7:30pm. 
 
There being no further business to transact, the meeting ended at 9.16pm. 
   
   
 
Signed………………………………………. Date………………………………………….. 


