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Minutes of the Full Council meeting of Bearsted Parish Council 

held at King George V Memorial Hall, Manor Rise, Bearsted on  

Tuesday 10th March, 2020 at 7:30pm 

 
Present: Cllr Michael Bollom (Chair) 

Cllr Fabienne Hughes (Vice Chair)   

Cllr Richard Ash MBE  

Cllr Suzanne Camp 

Cllr Helena Goodwin  

Cllr Graeme Hannington 

Cllr Jon Hughes 

Cllr Pat Marshall MBE   

Cllr Denis Spooner 

       
Also in attendance were the Acting Clerk Erin Sugden(AC), Administrator Amy Bush, KM 

Correspondent Rosemary Pearce, Downsmail Correspondent Jade Schopman and Cllr M 

Cuming. 

 

 Reports from members of the Public 

None. 

 

1. Declarations of intention to record. 

The AC declared that the meeting was to be recorded.  

 

2. Apologies and absence 

Apologies were received from Cllr Joanna Tribley. 

It was proposed and unanimously agreed to accept apologies received. 

  

3. Declaration of Interests, Dispensations, Predetermination or Lobbying 

None. 

4  Co-option of Councillors  

Mr Tom Jenkins and Mr Martin Broughton had each submitted a statement prior 

to the meeting which had been circulated.  A short presentation followed 

highlighting areas of expertise and interests that could be brought to the Council 

from both candidates.    

 Members of the press and public were asked to leave the room whilst the Council 

considered the co-option applications. 

 Tom Jenkins was co-opted by unanimous vote as the ordinary member. 

 Martin Broughton was co-opted by unanimous vote as the casual member. 

 Members of the press and public were invited back into the meeting, and Cllrs 

Jenkins and Broughton took their seats with other members where Acceptance of 

Office documents were duly signed. 

 Cllr Tom Jenkins was duly appointed on to the Planning and Environment 

Committee and Cllr Martin Broughton duly appointed to the Finance Committee. 
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5. To resolve to go into closed session and to exclude the press and public at 

item 21 and 22 (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 in accordance with 

standing order 10 (xi) HR Matters and PROW Legal Advice. 

 

6.  Signing of the Minutes of the last meeting. 

The minutes of the following meetings were duly signed; Extraordinary meeting of 

the Full Council on the 8th January 2020, Extraordinary meeting of the Full Council 

held on the 13th January 2020 and the Full Council meeting of the 14th January 

2020.   

 

7. Matters arising from the last minutes and action points. 

 Cllr Bollom asked Cllr Spooner if there was any progress on the 440 houses at 

Church Road, Otham.  Cllr Spooner reported there was no further update.  

 

8.  Reports:  

 Borough Councillors: Cllr Spooner expressed his sadness at the loss of Cllr Wendy 

Hinder. He reported residents of Roundwell have contacted him with regards to the 

builders having raised the land behind their properties. Cllr Spooner will raise this 

with the MBC planning committee. 

Cllr Cuming added that the Borough Councillors have donated their Community 

Grant to Age UK, Bearsted Woodland Trust and Roseacre Raiders.   

  Community Warden: A report was received and duly noted.  The AC highlighted 

to the committee that the Warden had also submitted to Kent Police an 

intelligence report about hazardous waste left in the car park of Madginford Hall.   

Chairman of the council:  A meeting about the Coal Yard with Cllr Paul Carter was 

cancelled due to Network Rail not being able to attend. It is hoped this will be 

rearranged for next month. The Methodist Church have requested that they are 

informed of any progress made. The Chairman and the AC met with a local resident 

to resolve issues and also the website provider.  Plans for the APM have 

commenced (6th May) and a number of nominations for Mynn Awards have been 

received. The Parish Booklet is ready for printing and will be distributed to 3700 

homes. The Chairman and Cllr Hannington had a productive meeting with Bearsted 

Cricket Club and had assurances that the club have taken steps to ensure incidents 

of breakages do not occur going forward. BPC have given their permission for BCC 

to apply for planning permission to extend the pavilion and will increase 

communications to improve the relationship for the future.  

The Chairman reiterated that Councillors should not be responding to social media 

on behalf of the council and that all queries residents have should be directed to 

the Parish Office.  He asked that all Councillors complete their visual risk 

assessments of assets as requested by the AC and suggested that they be handed 

in at Full Council meetings. 
The Chairman finished by thanking Cllr Goodwin and Cllr Hughes for their quick 

response to a dangerous tree over hanging a resident’s property, requesting team 

work such as this is the way forward for Bearsted Parish Council. 

Acting Clerk: The AC welcomed and thanked the new administrator Amy Bush then 

gave a summary of the Health and Wellbeing Conference.  An update about the 

APM, training completed, VE Day celebrations and the website was given.  
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9.  Committee meeting and working group reports.  

 Reports from all Committees to include: 

 Finance and General Policy Committee: It was reported that Cllr Ash had stepped 

down from the Finance and General Policy Committee. The Chairman thanked Cllr 

Ash for his efforts during his time on this Committee which was reiterated by Cllr 

Goodwin. Cllr Goodwin reported that a few policies have been updated and will be 

ratified at item 11. There was an issue with a report generated by Edge which was 

then rectified by the Finance Contractor.  The Rosemary Road invoice will be 

chased as MBC have failed to pay back money spent by BPC. Cllr Goodwin 

explained that the committee are struggling to find a suitable savings account but 

will continue to investigate suitable to the Parish requirements.  

Planning Committee to include recent decisions: The committee have raised no 

objection or no comment to many small extensions.  The retrospective application 

submitted for 29 The Landway was objected to by BPC, when considered by MBC 

they agreed and the application was refused. Cllr Hannington thanked Cllr 

Springett for her assistance in achieving this result for the community.  There is a 

current application for the demolition of 2  Oaks Croft to be replaced with two 

dwellings.  Many residents have expressed their concern regarding this application. 

BPC have requested an extension from MBC to allow for comments to be made 

and submitted after the planning meeting on 26th March.  

 Environment Committee: Cllr J Hughes reported after a review of the ground 

maintenance a decision was made to continue with the service of Warings. The 

committee also reviewed allotment rents and decided that no increase would be 

made for 2020-21.  Projects completed by the Community Payback team were 

reported and Cllr Bollom thanked Cllr J Hughes for his dedication and hard work.  

Cllr Hannington had meetings with two historic pond maintenance specialists. Both 

advised not to install a liner but feel the pond has self-healed over the past few 

months.  Bull rushes have been the cause of the damage.  Advice from both experts 

was to strip out vegetation/silt from the pond, mend any holes in the clay and then 

refill. The work cannot be completed until the summer. Further investigation was to 

take place and reported back in due course. 

Communication Committee: Cllr Bollom updated the council on the progress of the 

second edition of the Parish Booklet. It was proposed to produce and distribute the 

booklet at a cost of £2065. Advertising covered these costs with surplus used to 

replant the planters during the coming seasons. There was a vote of nine in favour 

and two abstentions.   

The event plan for the VE Day ’Picnic on the Green’ was submitted by the AC and 

suppliers appointed.  The remembrance ‘Tommy’ has arrived ready for the 

unveiling on the 8th May. 

Heart of Kent Hospice will be the Charity for April’s Market on the Green. 

The committee recommended that Dynamic Fireworks should be appointed for the 

Fireworks display in November at a cost of £4000. This was voted for with nine in 

favour and two abstentions.  

The dates for the Playscheme will be 27 July-7 August 2020.  Tickets will be sold 

via the BPC new website to save costs.   

Cllr Bollom thanked all the advertisers that have paid to feature in the second 

edition booklet. 
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Reports from Working Groups 

Traffic working group: Cllr F Hughes reported that out of the 13 areas considered 

during the informal consultation for double yellow lines 12 will be put forward by 

KCC Highways for a formal consultation.  The only proposal not to be taken further 

at this time is the corner of Copsewood Way/Cavendish Way. The HIP was 

discussed with KCC Highways and it was reported that there are items that cannot 

go forward. 

The street crossing near to the station/Coal Yard is still under consideration but the 

other two proposed sites along Ware Street are not workable. 

A meeting with the Boxley Parish Council is being planned.  

 Reports from members of the Council for outside bodies 

Cllr Ash attended a KALC meeting on the 2nd March, the Local Review- Call for 

Sites dominated the meeting but reported that the review would not be completed 

until the end of the year. nHe reported that Standing Orders are a national 

document and it should be followed.  Part 2 (closed session) minutes should be 

kept simple.  Training should not be paid for by debit or credit card.  

 

10. Finance  

a) Resolution to authorise payments- It was proposed and agreed to 

approve payments with nine in favour and two abstentions. 

Invoice Date Amount Transaction Details 

01/02/2020 £48.00 Compute4U - Leased laptops for month 

05/02/2020 £22.98 Madginford Hall - Hire of Hall Jan session 

05/02/2020 £1,200.00 Dynamic Fireworks Ltd - Deposit for 06.11.20 Firework 

07/02/2020 £195.00 

LRH Property Maintenance - To clean playground area of moss and 

algae 

08/02/2020 £22.65 Cllr Suzanne Camp – Expenses 

10/02/2020 £1,980.00 Tantons Tree Surgeons - Emergency works re trees at St Faith Lane 

11/02/2020 £462.60 David Buckett - Internal audit 2018-19 fee 

20/02/2020 £12.14 Opus Energy - 22.01-19.02 The Green Elec 

21/02/2020 £338.40 Downsmail Publications Limited - Advert in Feb Mail - full page 

22/02/2020 £49.19 Opus Energy - Woodland Trust elec 22.01-19.02.20 

23/02/2020 £207.74 British Telecom - BT Charges February 

24/02/2020 £171.82 Bearsted Medical Practice PPG - Donation per Fin Comm 4.02.20 

25/02/2020 £114.94 Alan Quarman - Litter picking 09.02-01.3 

28/02/2020 £20.00 Jimmy Shoes - 5 x key with disc 

02/03/2020 £56.32 Erin Sugden - Expenses - all travel costs 

02/03/2020 £330.00 Amy Bush - Admin hours Feb 

 £5,231.78  

b) Finance Reports:  Reports were duly noted. The AC to confirm to Cllr 

Goodwin item 7100/4 within the budget.   

ACTION: ACTING CLERK 
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 c) Balances of accounts - Reports were duly noted. 

d) Corporate card expenditure – The AC has now been issued with a Unity 

Trust card but a statement will not be available for one month. 

 e) Grants and Donations requests- None received.  

11                       Review Policy 

a)  Disciplinary Procedure – This policy was proposed with nine voting in 

favour and two abstentions.  

b)  Capability Procedure- This policy was proposed with nine voting in favour 

and two abstentions.  

c)  Equal Opportunity Policy - This policy was proposed with nine voting in 

favour and two abstentions.  

d)  Harassment, Bullying, Abuse and Intimidation- This policy was proposed 

with nine voting in favour and two abstentions.  

e)  Whistleblowing- This policy was proposed with nine voting in favour and 

two abstentions.  

f)  Grievance Procedure- This policy was proposed with nine voting in favour 

and two abstentions.  

g)  Internal controls- This policy was proposed with nine voting in favour and 

two abstentions. 

 

12. Joint Parishes Group 

Cllr Hannington explained that there were disproportionate costs associated when 

joining the Joint Parishes Group and made a recommendation not to join but attend 

when necessary.  The AC will add this to monthly reports from outside bodies.  

 

13. Parking signs 

The proposal for event parking signs was agreed with nine in favour and two 

abstentions at a cost of £58.25. 

 

14. GDPR - update 

The AC updated the council of the risk in breaching GDPR if documents are saved 

on to personal devises.  

Cllr Bollom requested Councillors complete the Acting Clerk’s request for the 

information amnesty spreadsheet to be completed. 

15. Business Contingency Planning 

Cllr Hannington and Cllr Broughton will work together to put an outline of a policy 

to move forward on this matter. 

 

16. Locations and distribution of notices 

Cllr Spooner highlighted that some noticeboards are too close together and not 

equally spread out.  It was felt that there are sufficient noticeboards throughout the 

Parish and no changes are required at this time. 

 

17. Training 

a)  KALC Annual Planning Conference: It was agreed with nine in favour and 

two abstentions that Cllr Ash and Cllr Jenkins will attend the KALC Planning 

Conference at a cost of £144. 

18. General Correspondence 

 None received. 
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19. Future Agenda items 

 Reports- Joint Parish Group  

 

20. Date of the next Meeting: Tuesday 14th April, 2020 

 

At 21.03hrs the meeting moved to closed session and members of the public and 

press were asked to leave.  

Signed…………………………………………   Date…………………………………….. 
 


