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Bearsted and Thurnham Remembered 
 

During the research for this book, a former resident, born in Bearsted in the 
1920s, commented, ‘When I was a child, the coming of the railway was a 
recent and living memory. There are few people now left in Bearsted and 
Thurnham that can recount the community memories’. This book seeks to 
address this comment, examining everyday life in Bearsted and Thurnham in 
the last two centuries. Until now, there has been very little history published 
which formally records the concerns of ordinary village life together with the 
experiences of local craftsmen and tradesmen. Other information includes 
oral history, newspaper accounts, parish magazine extracts, property sales 
details, community events and village families. 
 

 
 

Bearsted and Thurnham Remembered 
212 pages  ISBN  0954583124 
£16.00 including UK postage direct from author 
 
 

The Lost Manor of Ware 
 

Where was Ware? This book is a study of the manor of Le 
Ware in Thornham, as it was once called. It is organised in 
two sections: The Early Manor of Ware and The Later Manor 
of Ware. The Early Manor includes the earliest documents 
which survive for the manor (dated around 1380) which were 
discovered copied into another book, compiled in the 
seventeenth century. The Later Manor of Ware reflects the 
slow evolution over many centuries of the area, eventually 
becoming known as Ware Street, and now largely in Bearsted. 
Manors in Kent were rather different from elsewhere in 
Britain and the details of Ware are an excellent example. 
 

The Lost Manor of Ware  
262 pages  ISBN  9780954583132 
£17.00 including UK postage direct from author  
 
 

Bearsted and Thurnham At Play 
 

This book is a celebration of the astonishing diversity of leisure in the two villages. It is 
widely acknowledged, that Bearsted has one of the oldest cricket grounds in the country, but 
far more sports and other leisure pursuits have been played in the two villages over many 
centuries. Information about the leisure, hobbies, holidays and sports enjoyed by ordinary 
local people has been recorded in an informal volume, as a celebration of the wide variety of 
pursuits that continue to be followed. 
 
 
 
 
 

Bearsted and Thurnham at Play   
246 pages  ISBN  9780954583149 
£17.00 including UK postage direct from author 
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Further Memories of Bearsted and Thurnham 
 

This book is, primarily, another helping of information about these local communities in Kent. 
However, in order to draw a comprehensive picture of everyday life the rich mixture of 
information, the contents also venture slightly further afield to ‘foreign parts’; Grove Green 
and Maidstone! Nevertheless, personal memories and reminiscences are at the forefront of 
these details about community life covering the last two centuries. It is generously illustrated, 
presenting over 300 photographs and illustrations, many of which are published for the first 
time. The covers are exquisite impressions of Bearsted and Thurnham in former times in 
watercolour by the late Richard Odell. 
 

Further Memories of Bearsted and Thurnham  
244 pages  ISBN 9780954583156  
£24.50 including UK postage direct from author 
 
 

Bearsted Scout Group, the first 100 years 1912-2012 
 

In 1912, fourteen boys from Bearsted and Thurnham in Kent affirmed their allegiance to God, 
to the King and Country and to a recently established popular movement. In so doing, they 
founded the Scarlet Pimpernel Troop, the name being a direct reference to their Patron, 
Baroness Orczy. So began Bearsted Scout Group. As befits an organisation at the heart of the 
community, there are many personal reminiscences, photographs of local families and the 
personalities involved in the scouting movement together with a rich mixture of original 
research, newspaper accounts, parish magazine extracts and community events. It is 
generously illustrated, presenting over 370 photographs and illustrations, many of which are 
published for the first time! 
(All proceeds from sales to Bearsted Scout Group)  
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212 pages  ISBN  9780954583163 
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‘Dutifulness and Endurance’  
Bearsted and Thurnham in two world wars  1914-1918, 1939-1945 

 
August 2014 marks the centenary of the entry of Britain into the conflict that became known 
as The Great War. The first edition of this book, published in 2005, was intended to record 
the names of all who gave wartime service in both world wars from the communities of 
Bearsted and Thurnham. The contents of this new edition have been thoroughly revised and 
expanded as more information has been uncovered. Here can be found the services and over 
900 names of local inhabitants now recorded and recognised in one volume. Above all, this 
book shows that when the need arose, the residents of Bearsted and Thurnham fully met the 
demands and challenges of wartime. As the vicar of Bearsted, Frederick Blamire Brown 
originally wrote in 1919, it fully acknowledges those people who rendered ‘Dutifulness and 
Endurance’.  
(All profits from this book will go to H M Services charities).  
 
 

‘Dutifulness and Endurance’ Bearsted and Thurnham in two world wars 1914-1918, 1939-1945 
336 pages  ISBN  97809545385187 
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