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Minutes of the Environment Committee meeting of Bearsted Parish 

Council held remotely on Tuesday 20th October 2020 at 7.30pm 
 

Present:   

Cllr Martin Broughton (Chair) 

Cllr Suzanne Camp 

   Cllr Fabienne Hughes 

   Cllr Jon Hughes  

Cllr Pat Marshall MBE 

     

Also, in attendance was the Clerk Erin Sugden, Cllr Richard Ash and two members of the 

public. 

 

Reports from members of the public 

None. 

 

1. Declarations of intentions to record 

The Clerk declared that the meeting was to be recorded for minuting purposes.  

 

2. Apologies and absence 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Tom Jenkins. 

 

3. Declaration of Interests, Dispensations, Predetermination or Lobbying 

 None 

 

4. Signing of the Minutes of the last meeting 

The minutes from Tuesday 22nd September 2020 were agreed as a true record 

and duly signed. 
 

5. Clerk’s report 

The Clerk reported that the contractor had fixed the Church Landway lights but 

recommended replacing the RCD at a cost of £200. Cllr Broughton proposed this, 

and it was resolved with 3 in favour and 2 abstentions. 

 
6. Church Landway/Church Car Park (Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 s57(1)(a) and LGA 

1972s126) 

a) Correspondence: None. 

b) To consider planting for the pathway. It was agreed that the Clerk should 

enquire into treatments to improve the grass verges and work with Cllr F 

Hughes to investigate options for identifying the location of the lighting 

joints. 

ACTION: CLERK/CLLR F HUGHES 

 

7.  Highways & Footpaths (LGA  1972 s126, Highways Act 1980, s274A,) 

a)        Correspondence: None 

b) Joint Traffic Working Group: No further updates 

c) Progress with Highway Improvement Plan: No further updates 

d) Expenditure for traffic initiatives: This will be passed to the Traffic 

Committee. 
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 8.       General Maintenance (Open Spaces Act 1906 ss9-10 and Highways Act 1980 s96) 

a) To identify/ratify essential maintenance issues: None 

 

9. Bearsted Green (Open Spaces Act 1906 ss9-10) 

 a) Correspondence:   

i) Dropped curb: A request had been received to consider a 

dropped curb at the south east side of The Green.  It was 

highlighted that this had been considered previously but advised 

against due to it forming an area of the cricket outfield which 

should not be tarmacked which is a requirement of a dropped 

curb. 

ii) Request for memorial bench: The request could not be fulfilled as 

there is currently no available benches for a memorial on The 

Green. 

b) Consider quotation received to replace fencing around play area: 

Quotations were considered, and it was proposed by Cllr J Hughes to 

accept Glebe Fencing at a cost of £5301.79.  A resolution was made by 

unanimous vote to accept this offer with the cavate that the old fence 

would be taken away. 

ACTION: CLERK 

 

10. Allotments (Small Holding and Allotment Act 1908 ss23,25) 

a) Correspondence: None 

 

11. Meadowbank (Open Spaces Act 1906 ss9-10) 

a) Correspondence: None 

b) To consider the quotation for the Wynsdale to return to clear waste from 

Meadowbank: A quotation of £1000 was received from Wynsdale to 

return to Meadowbank and complete the task that they were prevented 

from doing on the 7th August. This proposal was put forward by Cllr 

Broughton and a resolution was agreed with a unanimous vote. 

 

12.      Open Spaces (Open Spaces Act 1906 ss9-10) 

 a) Correspondence: None 

b) To consider quotations and advice for planting of the bank opposite train 

station.: Deferred to next meeting. 

c) To consider the installation of a play area for the Madginford area: Cllr J 

Hughes highlighted there is no play area within the Madginford area. Cllr 

Marshall informed the committee that there was one previously cited at 

Rosemary Road but it was removed after many residents complained. It 

was requested of the Clerk to write to MBC for them to consider another 

site for such facilities. 

ACTION:CLERK 

 

13. CPRE Membership 

It was proposed by Cllr Marshall to renew the membership at a cost of £36 and a 

resolution was made to accept this with a unanimous vote. 

 

14. Trees in Bearsted 

a) To consider tree maintenance within conservation area: Advice from MBC 

Tree Planning Officer was considered after a site visit. Cllr F Hughes 

proposed that BPC take the advice and submit a planning application for 

maintenance to the trees on The Green. This was resolved with a 
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unanimous vote. Using the application, a specification will be put together 

for tender 

ACTION:CLERK 

b) To consider tree maintenance within the Elizabeth Harvie field: It was 

proposed by Cllr Broughton to use the advice from the arboriculturist to 

write a specification for tree maintenance. This was resolved with a 

unanimous vote. 

ACTION:CLERK 

 

c) To consider tree maintenance adjacent to St Faith Lane footpath: The 

MBC Tree Planning Officer made no recommendation for maintenance 

for trees in St Faiths Lane but advised residents neighbouring trees could 

apply to have 2-3 meters of branches cut away from their houses. The 

Clerk will inform the resident who made the enquiry. 

ACTION:CLERK 

  

15. Finance (Accounts and Audit Regulation 2011/817) 

a)  Budget 2021-22: The budget was reviewed. Suggestions for the 2021-22 

budget will be recommendation to Full Council. 

  
16. General Correspondence 

 None. 

 

17. Future Agenda Items 

 Watering bank opposite station 

 To consider quotations and advice for planting of the bank opposite train station 

 Tree maintenance quotations 

 Elizabeth Harvie plaque  

 

18.  Date of next Meeting, 17th November 2020 

  

 

There being no further business to transact, the meeting closed at 20.52 hrs 

  

 

 

Signed……………………………….     Date…………………………………….. 

 


