
Minute Reference: 

Minutes of the Communications Committee meeting of Bearsted Parish 
Council held remotely on Tuesday 25th May 2021 at 7.30pm 

Present: Cllr Michael Bollom (Chairman) 
Cllr Suzanne Camp 
Cllr Sandra Knatchbull  
Cllr Pat Marshall MBE  
Cllr Adam Powell 
Cllr Denis Spooner 

Also, in attendance was the Clerk Erin Sugden.  

There were no reports from members of the public. 

1. Declarations of intention to record.
The Clerk declared the meeting would be recorded for minuting purposes. 

2. Apologies and absences
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Joanna Tribley. 

3. Declaration of Interests, Dispensations, Predetermination or Lobbying
Cllrs Bollom and Powell declared that they knew the companies being considered at 
item 7b. 

4. Signing of the Minutes of the last meeting
The minutes of the Communications Committee meeting on the 27th April 2021 were 
agreed as a true record and duly signed. 

5. Clerk’s report
 There were no matters to report. 

6. Printed Media (LGA 1972 s142)

a) Correspondence: None.
b) Newsletter: Items to be included will be Playscheme, Bearsted in Bloom, Mynn

Awards, Smarts Cottages and Project A open days.
ACTION: CLERK 

7. Digital Media (LGA 1972 s142)

a) Correspondence: None
b) Website updates: The Clerk explained that a number of website developers had

inspected the website and felt that as the majority of plug ins were free versions they
would not be supported for much longer.  It was advised that going forward the
council should invest in paid for plug ins which would be supported by the developer.
3 quotations had been received for on-going website support and it was proposed by
Cllr Bollom to appoint Adam Church to host and support the website at an annual
cost of £450+VAT.  Should there be the need for additional project work this would
be costed at £20 per hour. It was resolved with all in favour.

ACTION: CLERK 
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8. Events (LGA 1972 s145 (1)(a))

a) Annual Parish Meeting: It was reported that the meeting went well but a face to face
meeting in 2022 will be much preferred.
Mynn Awards: The awards were discussed, and the committee were cautious about
planning an event indoors in September.  It was proposed to cancel 2021 awards and
reintroduce them at the APM in 2022.  This was resolved with all in favour.

b) Market on the Green: The Clerk and Cllr Tribley will arrange a meeting with an
interested market manager to talk through the event.

ACTION: CLERK/CLLR TRIBLEY 
c) Bearsted in Bloom: The event has 21 participants and will be judged by a

representative from Notcutts on Friday 28th May. The winners will be presented with
their prize at a presentation on the Green.  The date is yet to be decided. The Council
gave their thanks to Heather and Paul Narramore for their assistance in arranging this
event.

d) Playscheme:  The Clerk requested £100 to update the banners for the event which
was proposed by Cllr Bollom and resolved with all in favour. Cllr Spooner had spoken
to Aford Awards about sponsoring the event which they are interested in.  The Clerk
will provide some ideas to Cllr Spooner.

ACTION: CLERK/CLLR SPOONER 
e) Old Time Music: Cllr Bollom will work on the design of the programme and ideas

were discussed about sponsoring the event, donation of raffle prizes and
refreshments. Cllr Bollom will also speak to coach companies about options for
a bus from Madginford to the WI Hall. Cllr Knatchbull will check with the WI to ensure
that the piano is tuned.

ACTION: CLLRS BOLLOM/KNATCHBULL 
f) Fireworks: The committee considered 3 quotations for first aid and resolved to

appoint Urban Blue Bus at a cost of £150. The committee considered quotations for
toilets and resolved to appoint WC Hire  at a cost of £330.

g) Christmas Market: Deferred to the next meeting.
h) Other event: None
i) Externally Organised Event

i. Cars on The Green: Cllr Bollom highlighted that the insurance policy for the event
did not cover claims of COVID.  BHIB will be contacted to inform them of this with
a request to indemnify BPC.

9. Beautification of Bearsted (Local Government Act 1972, s. 144) 

a) Updates: Cllrs Knatchbull and Tribley provided ideas and costings for 12 planters
throughout the parish.  Although the majority were deemed an advantage the
committee felt that the area outside the Madginford Shops required a little more
development.  Cllr Spooner will enquire as to who has permission to make changes
to the paving area and will report back at the next meeting.

ACTION: CLLR SPOONER 
b) BPC sign on The Green:  Cllr Camp reported that the sign has been taken down and

is being inspected.  A quotation for repairs will be submitted for consideration. Cllr
Bollom is seeking a specification for the repairs to the oak post and refurbishment of
the wood pieces.

ACTION: CLLR BOLLOM/CAMP 
c) New initiatives: None.

10. Lamp post load testing (Parish Councils Act 1957 s3) 

It was reported that lamp posts used for the Christmas motifs have to be load tested every
3 years.  KCC carry out the testing and quoted £1375.00 to complete 25 tests which was
proposed by Cllr Bollom and resolved with all in favour.

ACTION: CLERK 
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11. Adoption of Bearsted Railway Stations (Local Government Act 1972 s 137) 

The Clerk explained that there was no direct power for a parish council to spend on
adopting a station or making improvement to one. Should the council decide that they do
wish to contribute to improvements this would have to be under section 137.
Cllr Bollom is due to meet with the Kent Community Rail Partnership on the 7th June at
Bearsted Station to discuss ways of improving its appearance and will report back at the
next meeting.

12. Future Agenda Items

13. Date of next Meeting, 29th June 2021

There being no further business to transact, the meeting closed at 20.46hrs 

Signed…………………………………………   Date……………………………………. 
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