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Minutes of the Communications Committee meeting of Bearsted Parish 

Council held at King George V Memorial Hall, Manor Rise on Tuesday 22nd 

February 2022 at 7.30 pm 
 

Present:  Cllr Michael Bollom (Chairman) 

   Cllr Suzanne Camp 

   Cllr Sandra Knatchbull 

   Cllr Pat Marshall MBE  

   Cllr Adam Powell 

   Cllr Joanna Tribley  

     

Also, in attendance were Clerk Erin Sugden, Cllr Richard Ash MBE and two members of the 

public. 

 
There were no reports from members of the public.  

One member of the public spoke about the application for the Bearsted and Thurnham 

Fayre. 

 

1. Declarations of intention to record. 

The Clerk declared the meeting would be recorded for minuting purposes. 

 

2. Apologies for absences 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Denis Spooner. 

 

3. Declaration of Interests, Dispensations, Predetermination or Lobbying 

Cllr Marshall declared she had an interest in the Bearsted and Thurnham Fayre. 

 

4. Signing of the Minutes of the last meeting 

The minutes of the Communications Committee meeting on the 30th November 2021 

were agreed as a true record and duly signed. 

 

5. Clerk’s report 

 Nothing to report.  

 

6. Media Communications (LGA 1972 s142) 

a)  Correspondence: None 

b)  Newsletter: The committee reviewed the newsletter and some minor changes will 

be made. 

c)       Website: The Clerk reported the website had recently been updated. 

d)       Social media:  

i. Review of public digital communications (Facebook video campaign): Cllr Powell 

had reviewed the council’s social media presence and recommended videos be 

uploaded to Facebook directly as they receive better exposure compared to 

posting a link to YouTube.  Many of the recent YouTube videos had been shared 

increasing the number of views. 

e) To consider the appointment of adhoc public relations support: Quotations for adhoc 

PR support was considered. It was proposed by Cllr Knatchbull to work with Kate 

Harrison with a budget of £100 per requirement.  This was unanimously agreed. 
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7. Events (LGA 1972 s145 (1)(a)) 

a) Market on the Green: To receive an update on the planned event: It was reported that 

currently 21 stands would be attending with more in the pipeline.  Councillors are 

invited to attend the Market to support the event. 

b) Playscheme: To consider the dates for 2022 (25 July- 5th August): It was proposed by 

Cllr Tribley for BPC to run the Playscheme on the suggested dates and give delegation 

to the Clerk to make all the necessary arrangements ensuring the event is kept within 

budget.  This was unanimously agreed.  The Clerk will provide regular updates to the 

committee. 
ACTION: CLERK 

c) Queens Platinum Jubilee:  

i. Queens Platinum Jubilee Plaque: Cllr Camp provided a number of options for the 

plaque. It was proposed by Cllr Marshall that a budget of £350 be set for the Jubilee 

Tree plaque in Corten steel which was resolved unanimously.  
ACTION: CLLR CAMP 

ii. Queens Platinum Jubilee: Beacon Trail: The committee had decided not to 

purchase a Jubilee beacon and instead it was proposed by Cllr Tribley to arrange 

a Street Safari ‘Beacon Trail’ at a cost of £499 which was resolved unanimously.  
ACTION: CLERK/CLLR TRIBLEY 

d) Annual Parish Meeting/Mynn Awards: The Clerk will print the community certificates 

and will start the preparations for the Annual Parish Meeting. 
ACTION:CLERK 

e) Bearsted in Bloom: The committee discussed suitable dates for the event and decided 

on the 11th June 2022. Cllr Knatchbull will contact previous volunteers to enquire as to 

whether they can help support the event. 
ACTION: CLLR KNATCHBULL 

f) Other event suggestions: The Clerk suggested the committee consider a date for the 

Fireworks display.  Cllr Bollom proposed Friday 4th November 2022 which was resolved 

unanimously.  

g) Externally organised events 

ii. Bearsted and Thurnham Fayre: Application form: The committee considered the 

application from the organisers.  Cllr Knatchbull proposed the use of the Elizabeth 

Harvie Field be permitted subject to a suitable risk assessment being provided to 

BPC.  This was resolved with 4 in favour and 1 abstention. 

iii. Bearsted Parish Council – Stand at Bearsted & Thurnham Fayre: It was proposed 

for BPC to take a stall at the fayre with 4 in favour and 1 abstention. 
 

8. Beautification of Bearsted (Local Government Act 1972, s. 144) 

a) To discuss any new initiatives: Cllr Tribley updated the committee about the wildflower 

area and proposed the verge along the A20 between Otham Lane and KN 85 footpath 

down to Lilk Meadow be a ‘No Mow May’ area. This was resolved with all in favour.  Cllr 

Tribley will liaise with KCC. 
ACTION: CLLR TRIBLEY 

b) Welcome Sign – Bearsted Station: A number of options were considered with Cllr 

Bollom proposing a white sign at a cost of £445+VAT from HL Graphics with £150 for 

the cost of the handyman to fit the sign.  This was unanimously resolved.  

c) Maidstone Borough Council donated planter: BPC was recommended to take a planter 

from MBC as a donation (fully planted).  It was proposed by Cllr Tribley that an area 

outside Madginford shops would be a suitable location for the planter which was 

resolved with all in favour. The Clerk will seek relevant permissions. 
ACTION: CLERK 
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9. Email formatting 

Cllr Powell suggested that internal and external e-mail signatures should be unified. He will 

look at options to embed a standard signature for all councillors and staff. 

ACTION: CLLR POWELL  

 

10. Noticeboard  (LGA 1972 s142) 

a) To discuss the need to replace the noticeboard at Crosskeys: The Clerk reported that 

staff were finding the weight and access to the noticeboard dangerous. The 

noticeboard was also not watertight and going mouldy.  It was proposed by Cllr Bollom 

that a new noticeboard is applied for via MBC noticeboard grant which was resolved 

unanimously. 
ACTION:CLERK 

b) To review quotation for maintenance to noticeboards (inc Shirley Way): Cllr Bollom 

proposed a replacement noticeboard for Shirley Way to be applied for via MBC’s 

noticeboard grant with an allowance of £700 to replace the cork for galvanised steel 

and the fixing of the Hog Hill door.  This resolution was unanimously agreed. 

c) To consider quotations for steel leg protectors: Cllr Bollom proposed £90 to be spent 

on noticeboard leg protectors which was resolved with all in favour. 

d) New planters for noticeboards: Deferred to 2023. 
ACTION: CLERK 

 

11. Distribution of wristbands 

The Clerk suggest some of the remaining wristbands be located at the train station for 

residents to pick up. This was proposed by Cllr Bollom and unanimously agreed. 

ACTION: CLERK 

 

12. Lectern Podium Stand Costs.   

Cllr Bollom proposed that a lectern is purchased for use at the Annual Parish Meeting at a 

cost of £60 which was resolved with all in favour. 

ACTION: CLERK 

 

13. Action Plan 2022-2023 

The committee reviewed the action plan for 2022-2023, a number of additions will be added 

for review at the next meeting. 

ACTION: ALL 

 

14. Celebration Flags 

The committee considered quotations for celebration lamp post flags but felt they were very 

expensive.  As an alternative, Cllr Camp proposed 50 Queen’s Platinum Jubilee lamp post 

signs at a cost of £211.99 plus £10.99 postage which was unanimously agreed. 

ACTION: CLERK 

 

15.  Lamp Post Poppy 

Cllr Bollom proposed to donate £250 to the Royal British Legion for 50 lamp post poppies 

to be used for Remembrance Day each year which was unanimously agreed. 

ACTION:CLERK 

16. Future Agenda Items 

Action Plan 2022-2023 

Fireworks 

 

17. Date of next Meeting, 19th April 2022 

 

There being no further business to transact, the meeting closed at 21.15hrs 

 

Signed…………………………………………   Date……………………………………. 


