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Minutes of the Finance and General Policy Committee meeting of Bearsted Parish Council held 
at Madginford Hall, Egremont Road on Tuesday 7th February 2023 at  

7:30 pm  
Present:  

Cllr David Hall 
Cllr Clive English 
Cllr Frank Jagger 
Cllr Denis Spooner 
Cllr Carolyn Smith  

   
Also, in attendance was the Administrator Amy Bush, Cllr Richard Ash MBE and two members of the 
public. 
 
Reports from members of the public 
Cllr Ash suggested that the committee should simplify the front sheet of policy documents. 

1. Declarations of intention to record. 
The Administrator declared that the meeting would be recorded for minuting purposes. 

2. Apologies and absence 
None. 

3. Declaration of Interests, Dispensations, Predetermination or Lobbying 
Cllr Smith declared an interest in Bearsted CAN. 

4. To elect a new committee Chairperson 
The committee voted with all in favour to elect Cllr Clive English as Chairman. 

5. To elect a new committee Vice Chairperson 
The committee voted with all in favour to elect Cllr Frank Jagger as Vice Chairman. 

6. Finance (Accounts and Audit Regulation 2011/817) 
a) To consider payments to authorise 

The committee voted 4 in favour with 1 abstention to authorise payments.  
b) To consider finance reports 

The committee voted 4 in favour with 1 abstention to accept the finance reports. 
c) To consider balance of accounts 

The committee noted the balance of the accounts and suggested that all committees 
should propose new projects. 

d) Grants and Donations requests 
i. Bearsted CAN. The committee voted with all in favour to support the donation. 
ii. Madginford School, Food Bank. The committee voted with all in favour to support 

the donation. 
 

7. Review policies for updating (LGA 1972 s.111) 
a) Scheme of Delegation 

Agreed as priority No1 alongside the Standing Orders. 
Cllr Hall and Cllr English to compose draft. 

b) Lone Worker Policy 
Agreed as priority No4. Cllr Smith to compose draft. 

c) Paternity Pay & Leave 
Agreed as priority No2. Cllr Smith to compose draft. 

d) Accessibility Statement  
Policy review deferred. 

e) Civility and Respect Model councillor and officer protocol 
Agreed as priority No3. Cllr Hall to compose draft. 
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8. Post Installation Inspection Cost 
Agreed quote with all in favour subject to comparison from existing contractor. 

9. Section 85 Local Government Act 1972 
Cllr Hall proposed a section to be added to BPC Standing Orders. 
The committee agreed with all in favour. 

10. Confidentially and appropriate Councillor conduct 
The committee agreed with all in favour a clear process for the sharing of private and confidential 
correspondence.  

11. BPC statements to the Press/Media 
Cllr Hall proposed a section to be added to Standing Orders. 
The committee agreed with all in favour. 

12. Committees 
The committee agreed this would be reviewed alongside each committee’s terms of reference 
after the elections in May.  
 

13. Future Agenda items 
Review drafts of the following policies: 
Scheme of Delegation 
Lone Worker Policy 
Paternity Pay & Leave 
Civility and Respect Model councillor and officer protocol 
 

14. Next meeting: 4th April 2023.  
 

 
With no further business to transact, the meeting closed at 20.39hrs 
 
 
 
Signed………………………………………. Date……………………………………. 
 
 


	1. Declarations of intention to record.
	2. Apologies and absence
	3. Declaration of Interests, Dispensations, Predetermination or Lobbying
	4. To elect a new committee Chairperson
	5. To elect a new committee Vice Chairperson
	6. Finance (Accounts and Audit Regulation 2011/817)
	a) Scheme of Delegation
	b) Lone Worker Policy
	c) Paternity Pay & Leave
	d) Accessibility Statement
	e) Civility and Respect Model councillor and officer protocol

	8. Post Installation Inspection Cost
	Agreed quote with all in favour subject to comparison from existing contractor.
	9. Section 85 Local Government Act 1972
	10. Confidentially and appropriate Councillor conduct
	11. BPC statements to the Press/Media
	12. Committees

